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Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results 
The  Top  1 00  Varieties 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 


Interest  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes  continues  to  grow  as  collectors  enjoy  the  Ahwash 
encyclopedia,  the  Greer  guidebook  and  the  Fortin  variety  web-book  on  this  series. 
Collecting  any  Seated  series  will  be  challenging  when  the  quest  includes  locating  and 
owning  only  fully  struck  original  specimens.  Attractive  Seated  dimes  are  always  in 
demand  with  the  rarer  dates  and  varieties  disappearing  from  dealer  pricelists.  Variety 
specialists  have  additional  challenges  as  they  compete  with  date  and  mintmark 
collectors  for  the  same  original  specimens  but  focus  on  specific  die  combinations  or 
die  states  as  they  build  their  sets. 

As  part  of  my  release  of  The  Definitive  Resource  for  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Variety 
Collectors,  I  listed  a  Top  100  variety  collecting  objective  that  described  a  broad 
spectrum  of  variety  types.  Subsequent  announcements  of  the  Top  100  varieties 
occurred  on  a  free  link  at  www.seateddimevarieties.com  and  in  a  detailed  article  that 
was  published  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal.  This  information  was  provided  to  further 
advance  Seated  dime  variety  collecting,  as  I  sought  to  encourage  other  collectors  to 
develop  a  passion  for  variety  collecting  and  research. 

When  LSCC  decided  to  conduct  another  Seated  dime  survey,  I  suggested  that  we 
use  this  opportunity  to  query  the  membership  on  their  holdings  of  the  Top  100 
varieties.  Paul  Bradley  agreed  to  help  support  the  survey  project  and  volunteered  to 
conduct  the  general  population  survey.  Atthe  ANA  Convention  in  Denver  he  reported 
that  the  Seated  dime  population  survey  was  successful  with  79  members  reporting 
9744  dimes  in  their  possession.  We  are  also  pleased  to  report  that  47  members  took 
the  time  to  catalogue  868  coins  that  matched  the  Top  1 00  variety  descriptions.  As  with 
other  surveys  conducted  by  the  club,  the  responses  tended  to  fall  into  two  groups. 
Some  individuals  had  only  a  few  Top  1 00  variety  coins,  while  others  reported  partial 
or  advanced  variety  collections.  Only  one  club  member  had  a  complete  Top  100 
varieties  set  while  a  second  individual  had  a  set  that  was  86%  complete.  Attainment 
percentages  then  dropped  with  three  individuals  reporting  sets  from  45%  to  57% 
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complete.  These  five  sets  accounted  for  44%  of  the  reported  dimes.  Later,  this  article 
will  highlight  details  of  the  five  most  advanced  variety  collections.  Biases  are  always 
present  when  conducting  a  survey  of  member  holdings  and  the  Top  100  variety 
results  are  biased  by  two  primary  factors.  Historical  popularity  of  certain  varieties 
such  as  the  1 838  Small  Stars  and  1 838  Partial  Drapery  varieties  make  them  appear 
to  be  more  common  that  they  really  are.  Secondly,  hoarding  of  particular  varieties  by 
collectors  who  believe  these  coins  can  be  resold  at  a  premium  make  some  varieties 
appear  to  be  more  common  than  they  really  are. 

Overall  Survey  Results 

First  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  club  members  who  took  the  time  to  attribute  their 
Seated  dimes  and  complete  the  Top  1 00  survey  forms.  Without  these  contributions 
from  the  members,  this  evaluation  would  not  have  been  possible.  Table  1  presents 
a  tabulation  of  the  Top  1 00  varieties  by  grade.  The  results  show  that  club  members 
are  collecting  Top  1 00  varieties  in  all  grade  ranges.  Collectors  continue  to  favor  the 
VF  and  EF  grades  when  building  Seated  dime  sets  and  the  Top  1 00  results  show  the 
same  trend.  Nearly  50%  of  the  described  coins  were  in  grades  from  VF-20  to  EF-45 
with  almost  28%  grading  VF  and  over  20%  grading  XF.  Coins  grading  from  AU-50  to 
MS-62  accounted  for  1 8%  of  the  total.  Only  6%  of  the  reported  coins  were  in  choice 
mint  state  or  better  grades.  Readers  should  be  aware  however  that  this  choice  mint 
state  percentage  was  heavily  influenced  by  a  complete  Top  100  collection  that 
contained  31  pieces  in  MS-63  or  better  grades. 

Top  100  Findings  and  Rarity  Confirmations 

Many  different  approaches  could  be  taken  in  analyzing  the  Top  100  survey 
outcomes.  I  have  chosen  to  study  the  survey  responses  by  examining  varieties  with 
high  and  low  reported  frequencies,  essentially  characterizing  the  ends  of  the 
population  distribution.  This  method  allows  us  to  test  rarity  assumptions  and 
determine  whether  it  is  necessary  to  reexamine  certain  rarity  estimates  for  the  Top 
1 00  varieties.  Presented  below  are  the  full  names  of  the  varieties  along  with  their  rarity 
estimates.  All  rarity  estimates  are  for  dimes  grading  VF  or  better. 
Www.seateddimevareities.com  is  the  source  of  the  rarity  estimates. 

High  Reported  Counts 

Listed  below  are  the  Top  100  varieties  with  the  highest  populations.  I  found  five 
varieties  with  20  or  more  reported  examples.  Potential  explanations  for  these  high 
frequencies  are  given  below. 

#4 

1838  Small  Stars  -  27  coins.  The  Redbook  and  other  major  pricing  guides  have 
listed  the  1838  Small  Stars  variety  for  many  years.  I  therefore  expected  that  a 
significant  number  of  coins  would  be  reported  for  this  variety.  The  table  shows  that 
it  had  the  highest  frequency  with  27  pieces  reported  in  all  grades  and  with  1 8  of  them 
in  VF  or  better  grades.  R3 

#25 

1 843  Repunched  Digits  -  26  coins.  This  is  another  well  known  variety  that  is  listed 
in  the  price  guides.  The  repunching  is  easy  to  identify  and  most  dealers  attribute 
examples  of  this  variety.  The  R3  rarity  designation  is  justified.  R3 
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#7 

1 838  Partial  Drapery  -  25  coins.  This  is  anotlier  variety  in  the  Seated  dime  series 
that  has  been  listed  for  many  years.  It  is  popular  with  collectors  and  the  survey 
population  was  no  surprise.  The  survey  shows  that  18  coins  were  reported  in  VF  or 
better  grades.  R3 

#13 

1839-0  Cobweb  Shattered  Reverse  -  25  coins.  This  variety  has  always  been 
popular  with  Seated  dime  variety  collectors.  It  has  spectacular  reverse  die  cracks  that 
encircle  the  entire  wreath.  Finding  this  shattered  reverse  variety  is  straightforward 
with  various  die  states  adding  to  the  interest  among  collectors.  Since  15  examples 
were  reported  in  VF  or  better  grades,  the  current  R4  rarity  designation  may  need  to 
be  adjusted  downward.  R4 

#29 

1847  Date  Punch  Overlapping  Base  -  22  coins.  It  was  slightly  surprising  to  find 
this  die  variety  in  the  high  population  group.  Ahwash  and  Greer  have  contributed  to 
its  popularity  by  listing  it  among  the  three  available  obverse  dies  for  this  date.  It  is  also 
the  only  Seated  dime  obverse  where  a  date  punch  was  badly  misaligned  so  that  it 
overlaps  the  base.  Since  only  4  pieces  grade  EF  or  better,  the  R4  rarity  assessment 
for  this  variety  is  acceptable.  R4 

Low  Reported  Counts 

Many  of  the  Top  1 00  varieties  had  only  1  or  2  pieces  reported.  Since  this  sun/ey  was 
the  first  opportunity  for  a  rarity  assessment  among  club  members,  these  very  low 
counts  deserve  careful  examination.  It  would  be  helpful  to  determine  if  these  varieties 
are  true  rarities  or  simply  lacked  popularity  prior  to  their  inclusion  in  the  Top  100 
listings. 

#10 

1 839  Pie  Shaped  Obverse  Cracks  - 1  Coin.  This  variety  is  clearly  the  key  within 
the  Top  1 00  varieties  so  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  only  example  grades  G-4.  This 
well  circulated  coin  is  from  my  collection.  I  believe  that  there  are  5  or  6  examples 
extant  based  on  my  knowledge  of  certain  transactions  and  my  conversations  with 
other  specialists.  R8 

#67 

1875-CC  Below  Wreath,  Circular  Cracked  Obverse  - 1  Coin.  I  believe  the  low 
count  for  this  variety  is  due  to  its  initial  inclusion  in  the  Top  1 00  listings  and  its  early 
die  state  appearance.  This  obverse  shows  die  cracks  that  encircle  the  entire  obverse. 
It  initially  cracked  during  its  pairing  with  a  Below  Wreath  reverse  die.  The  cracks 
become  more  severe  during  a  later  pairing  with  an  In  Wreath  reverse  die.  Examples 
from  the  In  Wreath  die  pairing  appear  to  be  more  available  than  those  from  the  Below 
Wreath  reverse  pairing.  The  survey  findings  warrant  an  upward  rarity  assessment  to 
R4  for  this  variety.  R3 

#83 

1887-S  Shattered  Reverse  Die  - 1  Coin.  This  is  a  rare  die  state  variety  that  was 
first  discovered  by  Jason  Carter.  It  was  later  described  in  the  journal.  The  reverse  die 
is  badly  cracked,  similar  in  appearance  to  the  1839-0  shattered  reverse  die.  Few 
examples  have  surfaced  since  its  discovery.  The  low  survey  count  is  most  likely  due 
to  rarity.  The  R6  rarity  designation  is  acceptable.  R6 
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Table  1 

Top  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties 


Average 


Date 

Description 

Total 

Grade 

1 . 

1837 

Large  Date,  Clashed  Obverse  and  Reverse  . 

.  .  .  5 

29.8 

2. 

1837 

Small  Date,  Reverse  Horizontal  Die  Crack 

8 

33.0 

3. 

1838-0 

Repunched  Huge  0  Mintmark  

16 

31.9 

4. 

1838 

Small  Stars  

27 

32.7 

5. 

1838 

Vertically  Cracked  Reverse  Die  

6 

28.0 

6. 

1838 

Cracked  Obverse  Die  #1  

16 

26.8 

7. 

1838 

Partial  Drapery  Obverse  

25 

31.0 

8. 

1838 

Cracked  Obverse  Die  #2  

6 

24.2 

9. 

1838 

Cracked  Obverse  Die  #3  

11 

33.5 

10. 

1839 

Pie  Shaped  Shattered  Obverse  

1 

4.0 

11. 

1 839-0 

Small  0  Obverse/  Large  0  Reverse  

3 

36.0 

12. 

1839-0 

Repunched  Large  0  Mintmark   

16 

17.6 

13. 

1839-0 

Cobweb  Shattered  Reverse  Die   

25 

25.4 

14. 

1 839-0 

Polished  Obverse/Huge  0  Reverse  

12 

30.3 

15. 

1840  ND 

Chin  Whiskers  Variety  

12 

28.5 

16. 

1 840-O 

Medium  0  Mintmark  With  Die  Crack  

5 

19.2 

17. 

1841 

Repunched  184  Digits  

7 

28.4 

18. 

1841 

Repunched  841  Digits  

3 

46.0 

19. 

1841-0 

Transitional  Large  0  Closed  Bud  Reverse 

6 

18.8 

20. 

1841-0 

Transitional  Small  0  Closed  Bud  Reverse 

3 

6.7 

21. 

1842 

Large  Obverse  Rim  Cud  at  10:00  

11 

49.4 

22. 

1 842-0 

Shattered  Reverse  Die,  Med  0  Mintmark 

10 

32.2 

23. 

1842-0 

Shattered  Reverse  Die  of  1841   

6 

36.8 

24. 

1 842-0 

Small  0  Mintmark,  Rim  Cud  at  10:00  

3 

31.3 

25. 

1843 

Repunched  1843  Digits  

26 

31.3 

26. 

1845 

Repunched  45  Digits  

9 

32.2 

27. 

1845 

Repunched  1845  Digits  

.  .  13 

28.8 

28. 

1845-0 

Huge  0  Mintmark  

7 

12.7 

29. 

1847 

Date  Punch  Overlaps  Base  

22 

22.2 

30. 

1849 

Repunched  8  and  9  Digits  

10 

29.8 

31. 

1849-0 

Repunched  184  Digits,  Small  0   

15 

22.3 

32. 

1851 

Repunched  851  Digits  

12 

32.1 

33. 

1852 

Repunched  52  Digits  

12 

32.5 

34. 

1 853  NA 

Heavily  Clashed  No  Arrows  Obverse  

4 

46.0 

35. 

1853  WA 

Repunched  853  Digits,  Unhubbed  Obverse  . 

.  .  .  5 

31.4 

36. 

1853-0 

Shattered  Obverse  

12 

20.3 

37. 

1854 

Shattered  Obverse  Die  #1  

6 

49.0 

38. 

1854-0 

Shattered  Obverse  Die  

8 

18.3 

39. 

1854-0 

Cracked  Obverse  Die/Oblique  Mintmark  . . . 

10 

33.7 

40. 

1855 

Doubled  Die  Obverse  #2  

13 

25.0 
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Top  100  Varieties  - 

variGiy 

o 

Vva 

UaW 

ncici  CI  luc 

fl-10 

O  1  u 

1 

1  • 

1837 

F-IOIc 

1 

2. 

1837 

F-103a 

1 

3 

1 838-0 

F-101 

1 

4. 

1838 

1  www 

F-101a 

2 

2 

5 

1838 

F-103b 

1 

1 

6 

1838 

1  www 

F-106 

3 

1 

7. 

1838 

1  www 

F-108a 

2 

2 

8 

1838 

1  www 

F-1 10a 

3 

g 

1838 

1  www 

F-llla 

2 

10 

1839 

1  www 

F-1 05b 

1 

11. 

1 839-0 

F-1 03 

1         1  WW 

12 

1 839-0 

1  www 

F-1 04a 

2 

5 

13 

1 839-0 

F-1 06a 

1       1  wwu 

4 

3 

w 

14 

1 839-0 

1  www 

F-1 08 

1         1  WW 

2 

1 

15. 

1840  ND 

F-1 03 

1         1  WW 

2 

16 

1 840-O 

1  W   t  w 

F-106 

1        1  WW 

2 

17. 

1841 

F-1 03 

1         1  WW 

2 

18 

1841 

F-1 05 

1        1  WW 

19 

1841-0 

1   W~    1  \m/ 

F-101 

1 

1 

2 

20 

1841-0 

1  W  I  1  \^ 

F-1 02 

2 

21. 

1842 

F-1 03a 

1       1  wwu 

22. 

1 842-0 

1  Wit— 

F-1 02a 

1       1  w^u 

1 

1 

23. 

1 842-0 

F-1 03 

1         1  WW 

24. 

1 842-0 

F-1 04a 

1 

1 

25. 

1843 

F-1 02 

2 

26. 

1845 

F-1 03 

1 

27. 

1845 

F-1 07 

1 

2 

28. 

1 845-0 

F-1 02 

2 

29. 

1847 

F-101 

1 

1 

3 

w 

30. 

1849 

F-1 04 

2 

31. 

1 849-0 

F-1 04 

2 

32. 

1851 

F-1 05 

2 

33. 

1852 

F-1 05 

1 

34. 

1 853  NA 

F-1 01  a 

35. 

1853  WA 

F-1 07 

1 

36. 

1 853-0 

F-1 04a 

p 

37 

1854 

1   W  W  T 

F-1 04a 

38. 

1854-0 

F-1 02 

1 

3 

39. 

1854-0 

F-1 03 

1 

1 

40. 

1855 

F-1 03 

1 

Frequency  by  Grade 


F 

VP 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

2-15  20-30  40-45  50-55  58-62 

Dot 
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3 
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w 
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8 
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1  w 

5 

4 

7 
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2 

27 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

w 

3 

3 

2 

4 

16 

3 

7 

6 

3 
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1 

1 

1 

fi 
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2 

2 
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1 

_ 

o 
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c 
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1 
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3 
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_ 
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2 

1 
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4 

1 

1 

1  p 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

8 

2 

5 

1 

10 

3 

7 

2 

13 

7 


Average 

Date  Description  Total  Grade 

41 .  1856  SD  Doubled  Die  Obverse  East   11  36.0 

42.  1856  SD  Doubled  Die  Obverse  North   3  49.7 

43.1856-0  Repunched  56  Digits  Up   16  34.1 

44.1856-0  Repunched  56  Digits  Down   14  21.6 

45.  1857-0  Strike  Doubled  Date  and  Stars   4  45.3 

46.1859  Misplaced  9  Digit  In  Gown   13  43.0 

47.1860  Doubled  Lips,  Doubled  Die  Obverse   4  43.3 

48.  1861  T1  Rusted  Type  I  Obverse  Die   4  31.3 

49.  1861  T2  Heavily  Rusted  Reverse/Type  II  Obverse  Die  . .  .  2  53.0 

50.  1862  Gouged  Reverse  Die   3  39.3 

51.1868  Repunched  18  Digits   10  32.9 

52.  1868  Misplaced  1  Digits  In  Base,  Proofs   2  63.0 

53.  1869  Short  Flag  1  Date  -  Obverse  1    10  26.2 

54.1870  Repunched  870  Digits   12  45.6 

55.  1871  Repunched  18  Digits,  Proofs  Only   2  61.5 

56.1872  Flipped  Doubled  Die  Reverse   12  30.4 

57.1872  Repunched  Date   14  29.2 

58.1872  Misplaced  2  Digit,  Proofs   2  60.0 

59.1873  03  Repunched  Date   15  28.5 

60.  1873  WA  Doubled  Shield,  Doubled  Die  Obverse   7  29.9 

61.1874  Repunched  74  Digits   7  29.3 

62.1874  Polished  Arrows   3  29.7 

63.  1875  Misplaced  1  In  Denticles   8  30.1 

64.  1875-SIW  Shattered  Reverse  Die   6  49.0 

65.  1875-SBW  Unfilled  Micro  S  Mintmark   6  40.2 

66.  1875-CC  CO  IW  -  Circular  Cracked  Obverse   6  42.0 

67.  1875-CC  CC  BW  -  Circular  Cracked  Obverse   1  63.0 

68.1876  Doubled  Die  Reverse   4  48.0 

69.  1876-S  Boldly  Repunched  Date   2  34.0 

70.  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  C   10  28.1 

71.  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  A    18  20.1 

72.  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  B    17  26.1 

73.  1876-CC  Repunched  18  Digits   10  35.3 

74.  1876-CC  Misplaced  76  Digits   8  45.6 

75.  1876-CC  Type  II  Reverse   12  31.0 

76.  1877  Misplaced  1  Digit  in  Base/Type  II  Reverse   7  23.9 

77.  1877-S  Repunched  18  Digits   5  50.2 

78.  1877-CC  Die  Scratch  in  Shield,  Repunched  Date   6  45.0 

79.  1878-CC  Severely  Polished  Type  II  Reverse   10  38.5 

80.1882  Repunched  18  Digits   8  38.4 
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Variety 

G 

VG 

F  VP 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

Date 

Reference 

4-6 

8-10  12-15  20-30  40-45  50-55  58-62 

63+ 

Total 

41. 

1856  SD 

F-108 

_ 

1 

1  4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

11 

42. 

1856  SD 

F-110 

2 

1 

3 

43. 

1 856-0 

F-104 

1 

P  4 

q 

16 

44. 

1 856-0 

F-105 

3 

1 

T  4 

p 

1 

1 

14 

45. 

1 857-0 

F-101 

1 

i 

-j 

1 

1 

_ 

4 

46. 

1859 

F-103 

1 

1  1 

1 
1 

p 

2 

13 

47. 

1860 

F-106 

1 

1 

4 

48. 

1861  T1 

F-101 

1  0 

1 

4 

49. 

1861  T2 

F-105 

p 
c 

_ 

2 

50. 

1862 

F-103 

i 
1 

i 

1 

3 

51. 

1868 

F-103 

1  ^ 

\  o 

Q 
O 

1 

10 

52. 

1868 

F-105 

2 

2 

53. 

1869 

F-101 

*T  O 

P 

1 

10 

54. 

1870 

F-104 

1  0 

o 

1 

A 

1 

12 

55. 

1871 

F-101 

1 

1 

2 

56. 

1872 

F-105 

1 

1 

P  A. 

-1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

57. 

1872 

F-106 

1 

1 

P  fi 

1 

q 
o 

14 

58. 

1872 

F-109 

p 

2 

59. 

1 873  C3 

F-103 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

60. 

1 873  WA 

F-103 

1 

1  P 

p 

1 

7 

61. 

1874 

F-103 

P 

1 

1 

7 

62. 

1874 

F-106 

1 

\ 

1 

3 

63. 

1875 

F-107 

1 
1 

P  P 

i 

1 

1 

8 

64. 

1875-S  IW 

F-101  a 

1 

p 

p 

1 

6 

65. 

1875-S  BW 

F-104 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

66. 

1875-CC 

F-109 

p 

p 

1 

1 

6 

67. 

1875-CC 

F-102a 

1 

1 

68. 

1876 

F-104 

p 

p 

4 

69. 

1876-S 

F-101 

1 

1 

2 

70. 

1876-CC 

F-105 

2 

p 

1 

■1 
1 

10 

71. 

1876-CC 

F-106 

4 

p 

t  H 

o 

1 

18 

72. 

1876-CC 

F-107 

2 

Q 
o 

p 

1 

■1 
1 

1 

17 

73. 

1876-CC 

F-110 

1 

1 

q 
o 

1 
1 

1 

10 

74. 

1876-CC 

F-111 

. 

p 

1 

A 

i 
1 

8 

75. 

1876-CC 

F-101 

1 

2 

1  3 

2 

1 

2 

12 

76. 

1877 

F-105 

2  4 

1 

7 

77. 

1877-S 

F-101 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

78. 

1877-CC 

F-107 

1 

2 

3 

6 

79. 

1878-CC 

F-104 

1  3 

3 

2 

1 

10 

80. 

1882 

F-102 

1 

1  1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

9 


Average 

Date  Description                                       Total  Grade 

81.1886  Repunched  86  Digits                                   13  40.3 

82.  1887-S  Medium  S  Over  S  In  Top  Loop                       12  32.3 

83.  1887-S  Shattered  Reverse  Die                                 1  53.0 

84.  1888  Excessively  Polished  Reverse  Proof  Die             2  63.0 

85.  1888  Triple  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown                       3  58.7 

86.  1 888-S  Misplaced  8  Digit  in  Base  /  Med  S  over  S            4  34.0 

87.1889  Repunched  Date  and  Misplaced  Digit                6  36.5 

88.  1889  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #1                                 2  48.0 

89.  1889  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #3                               3  33.3 

90.1890  Misplaced  Digit                                           8  35.8 

91.1890  Four  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown                        9  38.0 

92.  1 890-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse  /  Medium  S  over  S            4  33.8 

93.  1890-S  Misplaced  Digit                                           9  37.3 

94.1891  Misplaced  Digit  in  Denticles                           7  41.0 

95.1891  Doubled  Die  Obverse                                  4  20.8 

96.1891-0  Repunched  89  Digits,  Clashed  Dies                  6  43.3 

97.  1891-0  Shattered  Reverse                                      5  35.0 

98.1891-0  Medium  O  over  Horizontal  0  Mintmark              9  18.7 

99.1891-0  Repunched  89  Digits  /  Med  0  over  Small  S          4  35.8 

100.  1891 -S  Medium  S  over  Small  S                                16  29.2 

Total  868 


#49 

1 861  Type  II  Obverse  with  Heavy  Rusted  Reverse  -  2  Coins.  This  is  another  rare 
die  variety.  Brian  Greer  first  published  information  on  this  variety  and  few,  if  any 
examples  have  surfaced.  My  AU  example  is  the  Greer  plate  coin.  An  R6  rarity 
assessment  is  justified  after  reviewing  the  survey  results.  R5 

#52 

1 868  Misplaced  1  Digits,  Proofs  Only  -  2  Coins.  This  proof  obverse  variety  was 
first  listed  by  Ahwash  and  is  difficult  to  locate.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  1 868  proof 
coins  were  struck  from  the  misplaced  digit  obverse  die.  R6 

#55 

1 871  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  Proofs  Only  -  2  Coins.  This  is  another  proof  obverse 
variety  that  is  difficult  to  locate,  but  it  is  more  available  than  the  proof  1 868  variety  with 
misplaced  digits.  The  high  cost  of  Seated  proof  coins  may  preclude  the  collecting  of 
proof  only  varieties  and  therefore  limit  the  number  of  reported  examples.  R5 

#58 

1 872  Misplaced  2  Digit,  Proofs  Only  -  2  Coins.  This  obverse  variety  is  found  on 
a  small  number  of  1872  proof  coins  and  on  business  strikes.  Several  of  the  survey 
respondents  entered  their  business  strike  coins,  which  I  excluded  from  the  report.  I 
believe  the  rarity  of  this  variety  matches  that  of  the  1868  proof  die  with  misplaced  1 
digits.  The  survey  responses  and  prior  research  might  justify  increasing  its  rarity 
assessment  to  R6.  R5 
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Variety 

G 

VG  F 

VP 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

Tntal 
1  Uldl 

Date 

Reference 

4-6 

8-10  12-15  20-30  40-45  50-55  58-62 

R1  J. 

81. 

1886 

F-105 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

d. 

1  o 

82. 

1 887-S 

F-104 

1  2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1  p 

83. 

1 887-S 

F-107 

1 

1 

84. 

1888 

F-102a 

o 
c. 

9 
c. 

85. 

1888 

F-106 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 
v3 

86. 

1 888-S 

F-107 

2 

2 

87. 

1889 

F-103 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

D 

88. 

1889 

F-104 

1 

1 

1 

9 

89. 

1889 

F-106 

1 

1 

1 

■\ 
1 

Q 

o 

90. 

1890 

F-105 

1 
1 

n. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

o 

91. 

1890 

F-106 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

d. 

y 

92. 

1 890-S 

F-104 

o 

1 

1 

4 

93. 

1 890-S 

F-109 

p 

1 

1 

1 
1 

9 

94. 

1891 

F-107 

1 

2 

1 

"7 
f 

95. 

1891 

F-109 

o 

A 

4 

96. 

1891-0 

F-106a 

1 
1 

'3 
o 

2 

D 

97. 

1891-0 

F-108 

1 

■i 
1 

1 

5 

98. 

1891-0 

F-109 

2 

1  2 

3 

1 

9 

99. 

1891-0 

F-111 

1 

1 

2 

4 

100. 

1891-S 

F-105 

4  3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

16 

Totals 

55 

73  118 

242 

174 

95 

62 

49 

868 

#69 

1876-S  Boldly  Repunched  Date  -  2  Coins.  The  repunching  in  the  date  is  bold 
and  easy  to  see.  This  variety  was  first  listed  by  Greer.  It  has  had  little  if  any  publicity 
but  its  inclusion  into  the  Top  1 00  set  will  increase  its  popularity.  My  prior  experience 
indicates  that  it  is  rare  and  the  R4  designation  is  conservative.  R4 

#84 

1888  Excessively  Polished  Reverse  Proof  Die  -  2  Coins.  I  selected  this  1888 
proof  variety  for  the  Top  100  due  to  its  multiple  die  marriages  and  an  obvious  die 
lapping.  Research  shows  that  some  proof  coins  in  the  1 880s  were  minted  from  dies 
previously  used  for  business  strikes.  This  1888  reverse  die  was  one  of  them.  It  was 
first  used  to  produce  business  strikes  and  then  excessively  lapped,  used  to  strike  a 
few  proofs  and  subsequently  muled  with  at  least  two  other  obverse  dies  for  additional 
business  strikes.  The  R5  rarity  designation  is  justified  at  this  time  but  could  be  revised 
upward  at  a  later  date.  R5 

#88 

1889  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #1  -  2  Coins.  At  least  five  different  doubled  die 
reverses  are  known  for  the  1889  date.  I  selected  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #1  as  the 
representative  example  due  to  its  strong  reverse  doubling  in  the  left  wreath  leaves  and 
its  pairing  with  an  obverse  die  that  has  a  repunched  8  digit.  Difficulties  with  attribution 
may  explain  the  low  survey  count  or  there  may  be  just  a  general  disinterest  for 
collecting  multiple  1889  doubled  die  reverse  coins.  R3 


11 


Analysis  for  Other  Important  Top  100  Listings 

After  completing  the  analysis  for  high  and  low  population  count  varieties,  I  had  an 
interest  in  the  tabulated  counts  of  other  important  varieties  in  the  series  to  validate 
previous  rarity  assumptions  for  these  varieties.  Listed  below  are  other  important 
varieties  in  the  series  and  an  assessment  of  their  rarity  from  the  survey  information. 

#1 

1 837  Large  Date,  Clashed  Obverse  and  Reverse  -  5  Coins.  I  feel  that  Large  Date 
examples  from  clashed  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  very  difficult  to  find.  The  survey 
results  confirm  this  opinion  since  only  five  of  the  60  Large  Date  coins  in  the  general 
survey  were  examples  of  the  clashed  die  variety.  Three  of  these  five  coins  were  in  VF 
or  better  grades.  The  R4  rarity  assessment  could  be  conservative.  R4 

#6,  #8,  #9 

1838  Cracked  Obverse  Dies  #1 ,  #2  and  #3.  Cracked  Obverse  #1  is  known  to 
be  common  and  has  an  R3  rarity  assessment.  Cracked  Obverse  #2  is  infrequently 
encountered  with  an  R5  rarity  assessment  while  Cracked  Obverse  #3  has  an  R4  rarity 
assessment.  The  survey  results  validated  these  rarity  designations  on  these  three 
cracked  obverse  varieties.  Cracked  Obverse  #1  had  nine  pieces  reported  in  VF  or 
better  grades,  Cracked  Obverse  #2  had  three  pieces  in  these  grades  while  Cracked 
Obverse  #3  had  seven  examples  in  these  grades. 

#14 

1 839-0  Huge  O  Reverse  - 1 2  Coins.  This  variety  is  in  demand  by  specialists  and 
cherry  pickers.  It  is  very  difficult  to  find  problem  free  in  EF  or  better  grades.  There  were 
1 2  pieces  reported  in  the  survey  with  three  being  from  my  collection.  The  AU58/MS62 
example  is  atypical  for  the  variety.  In  grades  of  VF  or  better,  the  R6  rarity  designation 
could  be  reduced  to  R5  in  the  future.  R6 

#19,  #20 

1841-0  Transitional  Large  O  and  Small  O.  These  two  varieties  are  favorites  of 
die  variety  specialists  and  are  very  difficult  to  obtain.  Large  O  specimens  are  more 
available  with  an  R6+  rarity  assessment  while  Small  0  coins  have  an  R7  rarity 
assessment.  Retail  pricing  for  the  Small  O  variety  is  moderately  less  than  twice  that 
of  the  Large  O  variety.  The  survey  produced  six  Large  O  coins  and  three  Small  O 
coins.  The  three  Small  O  coins  were  in  grades  from  Good  to  Fine  while  three  of  the 
six  Large  O  coins  were  in  VF  or  EF  grades.  Both  rarity  designations  for  the  1841-0 
Large  O  and  Small  O  closed  bud  transitional  dies  seem  to  be  justified. 

#28 

1845-0  Huge  O  Mintmark  -  7  Coins.  Members  reported  only  one  coin  in  a  VF 
grade  with  the  remaining  pieces  being  in  Good  to  Fine  grades.  When  comparing  the 
Top  1 00  survey  results  with  those  of  the  general  survey,  it  was  found  that  less  than 
7%  of  the  1845-0  dimes  had  the  Huge  O  mintmark.  Additional  searching  may 
eventually  identify  more  Huge  O  coins  in  the  higher  grades.  Survey  results  justify  an 
increase  of  the  rarity  designation  to  R5  for  coins  in  VF  or  better  grades.  R4 

#39 

1 854-0  Cracked  Obverse  Die/Oblique  Mintmark  - 1 0  Coins.  The  survey  results 
were  inconsistent  with  my  rarity  assumption  for  this  variety.  I  suspect  that  members 
reported  all  of  their  1 854-0  oblique  mintmark  coins  and  not  just  those  struck  from  a 
cracked  obverse  and  an  oblique  mintmark  reverse.  The  ten  examples  reported  for 
this  recently  identified  variety  appears  excessive  since  eight  of  the  coins  were  in  VF 
or  better  grades.  I  plan  to  seek  clarification  from  club  members  via  the  E-Gobrecht 
newsletter  on  the  rarity  designation  of  this  variety.  R5 
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#42 

1856  Doubled  Die  Obverse  North  -  3  Coins.  This  variety  was  first  publicized 
in  the  Top  1 00  group  although  the  obverse  doubling  is  evident.  The  survey  revealed 
only  three  examples,  with  two  of  them  being  from  my  collection.  I  believe  this 
interesting  doubled  die  obverse  variety  can  be  located  with  some  searching  and 
encourage  specialists  to  consider  it  in  their  pursuits.  Based  on  my  earlier  experi- 
ences with  this  variety,  the  R4  designation  is  justified.  R4 

#45 

1857-0  Strike  Doubled  Date  and  Stars  -  4  Coins.  Both  Ahwash  and  Greer 
listed  this  variety  as  either  a  doubled  date  or  a  repunched  date,  but  careful  study 
suggests  that  strike  doubling  is  the  explanation  for  the  doubling  of  the  date  digits 
and  stars.  This  is  an  elusive  striking  variety  and  the  survey  identified  only  four 
examples.  Its  Top  100  listing  will  increase  its  popularity  with  other  specimens 
eventually  surfacing.  R5 

#50 

1862  Gouged  Reverse  Die  -  3  Coins.  Only  three  coins  of  this  variety  were 
reported,  a  much  lower  number  than  I  would  have  expected.  This  variety  was 
described  in  the  journal  in  1979  and  subsequently  listed  in  the  Greer  guidebook. 
From  my  experience  I  would  have  anticipated  the  survey  to  identify  at  least  7  to  1 2 
coins.  The  survey  results  may  justify  a  rarity  increase  to  R4  although  additional 
input  will  be  required  from  other  Seated  dime  specialists.  R3 

#53 

1869  Short  Flag  1  Digit,  Obverse  1  - 10  Coins.  The  ten  reported  pieces  were 
beyond  my  expectations.  As  I  was  tabulating  the  surveys  it  became  clear  that 
members  were  reporting  their  1 869  short  flag  1  coins  regardless  of  the  obverse  die 
used  to  strike  them.  The  1869  short  flag  listing  was  specifically  for  Obverse  1 ,  which 
is  more  difficult  to  locate  than  1 869  short  flag  Obverses  2  and  3.  Obverse  1  is  a  rare 
variety  and  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade,  thus  the  R5  designation.  R5 

#56 

1872  Flipped  Doubled  Die  Reverse  - 12  Coins.  After  much  excitement  in  the 
numismatic  press  following  its  discovery,  this  variety  has  proven  to  be  available 
with  some  searching.  Initially,  examples  could  be  occasionally  cherry  picked  on 
eBay,  but  the  unattributed  supply  appears  to  be  exhausted.  Members  reported  1 2 
examples  in  the  survey,  which  is  consistent  with  its  general  availability  since 
discovery.  Clearly,  the  R5  rarity  designation  is  too  high  and  must  be  lowered.  R5 

#60 

1 873  WA  Doubled  Shield,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  -  7  Coins.  Five  of  the  seven 
reported  coins  were  in  VF  or  better  grades,  an  important  finding  for  this  popular 
variety.  The  1873  WA  doubled  die  obverse  variety  was  listed  by  Breen  and  Greer 
and  has  been  the  subject  of  other  discussions  in  the  journal.  Its  inclusion  in  the  Top 
100  listing  continues  to  fuel  demand  for  this  important  variety.  The  R6  rarity 
assessment  may  be  slightly  aggressive,  with  an  R5+  designation  being  more 
accurate.  R6 
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#62 

1 874  Polished  Arrows  -  3  Coins.  I  found  this  variety  to  be  very  elusive  until  an 
ANACS  AU-58  coin  surfaced  at  the  2004  FUN  show.  The  survey  identified  two 
additional  pieces,  the  Good  example  possibly  being  the  coin  mentioned  in  the 
Greer  guidebook.  I  believe  the  VF  coin  might  be  an  example  I  saw  in  early  2005. 
The  R8  rarity  designation  appears  to  be  valid  but  could  be  subject  to  a  downward 
revision  if  additional  coins  surface.  R8 

#70,  #71 ,  #72 

1876-  CC  Doubled  Obverse  Die,  Reverse  A,  Reverse  B,  and  Reverse  C.  One 

1 876  Carson  City  obverse  die  comes  with  pronounced  die  doubling  and  it  was  paired 
with  three  separate  reverse  dies.  These  three  doubled  die  obverse  pairings  are 
popular  and  generally  available  on  eBay  and  dealer  pricelists.  I  expected  to  see  a  fair 
number  of  each  variety  in  the  survey,  and  I  was  not  disappointed.  Reverse  B  is  the 
most  common  of  the  three  reverse  die  pairings  with  an  R4  rarity  designation,  while 
Reverse  C  is  the  most  challenging  to  locate  with  an  R5+  rarity  designation.  Reverse 
A  is  available  in  lower  grades  and  has  an  R5  rarity  designation  but  is  rare  in  EF  or  better 
grades.  Club  members  reported  1 8  coins  with  Reverse  A,  1 7  coins  with  Reverse  B  but 
only  10  coins  with  Reverse  C.  The  survey  shows  that  in  grades  from  Good  to  VF,  all 
three  reverse  die  pairings  with  the  doubled  die  obverse  are  available.  The  survey  also 
identified  a  number  of  pieces  in  grades  of  VF  or  better.  Based  upon  the  survey  results, 
the  rarity  designation  of  each  reverse  die  pairing  should  be  decreased  by  one  rarity 
number. 

#76 

1877  Misplaced  Date,  Type  II  Reverse  -  7  Coins.  Since  its  discovery  by  Jason 
Carter  and  its  announcement  in  the  journal,  I  have  seen  only  two  examples  of  this 
misplaced  date  variety.  I  believe  that  this  variety  is  very  scarce  and  the  survey  results 
seem  to  confirm  this  opinion.  R5 

#77 

1877-  S  Repunched  18  Digits  -  5  Coins.  A  repunched  date  obverse  was  paired 
with  two  reverse  dies,  the  F-1 01  variety  being  included  in  the  Top  1 00  listing.  The  F- 
101  variety  is  readily  available,  but  the  survey  only  identified  five  examples.  I  do  not 
have  an  explanation  for  this  low  survey  total.  R3 

#91 

1 890  Four  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown  -  9  Coins.  Of  the  nine  pieces  reported,  four 
were  in  higher  grades  with  two  in  choice  mint  state  grades  and  two  in  the  AU58  to 
MS62  grades.  This  is  another  important  Seated  dime  variety  since  it  is  the  only 
misplaced  date  variety  with  four  date  digits  erroneously  punched  into  Liberty's  gown. 
The  survey  count  was  slightly  higher  than  anticipated,  but  its  popularity  may  explain 
the  number  of  pieces  in  member  collections.  Two  of  the  mint  state  coins  reported  in 
the  survey  are  from  my  set.  R5 

#95 

1891  Doubled  Die  Obverse  -  4  Coins.  This  variety  was  assumed  to  be  rare  and 
the  survey  results  confirm  prior  observations.  Only  four  pieces  appeared  in  the 
survey,  with  three  of  these  coins  in  the  VF  category.  Part  of  the  difficulty  in  locating 
an  example  of  this  variety  is  the  oven^^helming  number  of  1891  dimes  that  must  be 
examined.  Attributing  every  1891  dime  is  nearly  impossible  and  may  be  the  reason 
why  so  few  of  these  coins  have  been  reported.  R5 
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Defining  the  Best  Top  100  Sets 

I  reviewed  the  survey  forms  to  determine  the  state  of  completion  for  Top  1 00  variety 
sets.  Collecting  the  Top  1 00  varieties  remains  a  new  concept,  so  I  wanted  to  see  the 
completion  percentages  for  the  advanced  sets  and  the  progress  made  by  friends  who 
had  purchased  duplicates  from  me  over  the  years.  Table  2  presents  the  five  most 
advanced  sets.  Completion  levels  ranged  from  45%  to  100%.  Before  discussing 
individual  sets,  it  is  important  to  explain  the  method  used  for  evaluating  the  five 
advanced  sets.  I  rated  each  set  first  on  completion,  and  then  with  the  PCGS  set 
registry  evaluation  technique.  Similar  to  the  PCGS  approach,  I  calculated  weighted 
average  grades  and  weighted  set  ratings  to  differentiate  the  five  advanced  sets. 
Variety  weight  is  also  a  concept  borrowed  from  the  PCGS  set  registry,  which  gives 
rarer  varieties  more  significance  when  calculating  set  ratings.  In  the  April  2006 
issue  of  the  E-Gobrecht  newsletter,  I  defined  individual  variety  weights  and 
provided  details  for  calculating  the  weighted  average  grade  and  the  weighted  set 
ratings.  Specifically,  each  variety  was  given  a  rarity  weight  from  1  to  10  with  the  1 
weight  being  allocated  to  a  very  common  variety  while  the  1 0  weight  was  assigned 
to  an  excessively  rare  variety.  This  designation  of  rarity  weights  was  done 
subjectively  and  is  based  on  my  experiences  at  locating  each  Top  100  variety. 
These  rarity  weights  were  then  used  to  create  a  set  assessment  method  that 
recognizes  variety  rarity  and  state  of  preservation  in  evaluating  set  quality.  Club 
members  can  visit  the  www.seateddimevarieties.com/LSCC  link  and  the  April  2006 
issue  of  the  newsletter  to  obtain  more  information  on  the  evaluation  method.  Table 
2  lists  the  individual  Top  100  variety  weights  in  the  column  immediately  after  the 
variety  reference. 

Advanced  Set  Results 

I  am  sure  that  club  members  are  not  surprised  with  the  100%  completion  level 
for  my  reference  set.  Www.seateddimevarieties.com/preview/major_1 00_table.htm 
lists  the  set  with  links  to  individual  plate  coins  and  their  descriptions.  The  Fortin  set 
has  51  of  the  1 00  pieces  in  mint  state  grades  with  a  51 .9  weighted  average  grade 
and  a  51 .9  set  rating.  I  took  the  liberty  of  listing  the  actual  certified  grades  for  the 
coins  in  my  set.  For  other  collections  where  the  respondent  did  not  specify  an 
actual  grade,  I  took  the  middle  point  of  the  grade  range  and  assigned  that  to  the 
owner's  coin.  Paul  Bradley  reported  the  second  most  complete  set.  His  amazing 
collection  was  aggressively  built  after  I  announced  the  Top  1 00  varieties  in  August 
2004.  His  set  is  86%  complete  and  has  a  32.9  weighted  average  grade  and  an 
impressive  26.2  set  rating.  His  set  is  missing  several  key  varieties  but  I  am  confident 
that  he  will  be  able  to  locate  them  in  the  coming  years.  Mark  Kosters  submitted  the 
third  most  advanced  variety  collection  that  is  57%  complete.  I  have  been  corre- 
sponding with  him  since  the  1 990s  and  have  been  impressed  by  the  progress  that 
he  has  made  in  building  his  variety  set.  It  has  a  30.7  weighted  average  grade  along 
with  a  13.7  set  rating.  James  Smith  submitted  the  fourth  best  set  that  is  52% 
complete.  He  is  an  avid  collector  of  Seated  dimes  who  I  have  met  on  several 
occasions  at  east  coast  shows.  His  set  has  a  28.1  weighted  average  grade  and  an 
1 1 .2  set  rating,  figures  that  come  close  to  matching  those  of  the  Kosters  set.  The 
Renaud  set  secured  the  final  position  in  the  best  five  set  analysis.  His  set  is  45% 
complete  and  has  a  35.5  weighted  average  grade  and  a  1 2.6  set  rating.  The  higher 
weighted  average  grade  is  due  to  the  number  of  AU  and  mint  state  coins  in  the  set. 
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Table  2 

The  Five  Advanced  Top  100  Sets 
Variety 


uaie 

ReferenceWeight  Fortin  Bradley  Kosters 

Smith  Renau 

1. 

1837 

F-IOIc 

6 

45 

15 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

1837 

F-103a 

2 

58 

12 

8 

- 

- 

3. 

1 838-0 

F-101 

3 

64 

35 

25 

25 

53 

4. 

1838 

F-IOIa 

1 

65 

30 

45 

45 

- 

5. 

1838 

F-103b 

4 

64 

30 

25 

- 

8 

6. 

1838 

F-106 

2 

53 

50 

45 

- 

25 

7. 

1838 

F-108a 

2 

65 

30 

25 

45 

8 

8. 

1838 

F-llOa 

6 

45 

50 

- 

- 

8 

9. 

1838 

F-llla 

4 

58 

58 

45 

4 

53 

10. 

1839 

F-105b 

10 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11. 

1 839-0 

F-103 

7 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12. 

1 839-0 

F-104a 

3 

60 

8 

8 

25 

8 

13. 

1 839-0 

F-106a 

2 

63 

30 

- 

12 

60 

14. 

1 839-0 

F-108 

4 

60 

25 

12 

45 

- 

15. 

1840  ND 

F-103 

3 

58 

12 

8 

12 

53 

16. 

1840-O 

F-106 

5 

45 

30 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

1841 

F-103 

3 

45 

58 

25 

8 

45 

18. 

1841 

F-105 

5 

60 

50 

8 

25 

- 

19. 

1841-0 

F-101 

7 

40 

20 

- 

- 

4 

20. 

1841-0 

F-102 

9 

12 

4 

- 

- 

- 

21. 

1842 

F-103a 

3 

62 

50 

45 

- 

60 

22. 

1 842-0 

F-102a 

4 

55 

25 

- 

- 

12 

23. 

1 842-0 

F-103 

4 

55 

30 

- 

- 

53 

24. 

1842-0 

F-104a 

5 

45 

8 

- 

- 

- 

25. 

1843 

F-102 

1 

55 

60 

45 

12 

45 

26. 

1845 

F-103 

3 

60 

40 

- 

- 

- 

27. 

1845 

F-107 

3 

45 

60 

45 

25 

53 

28. 

1 845-0 

F-102 

6 

15 

8 

- 

8 

- 

29. 

1847 

F-101 

2 

62 

40 

25 

25 

25 

30. 

1849 

F-104 

4 

45 

30 

45 

8 

31. 

1849-0 

F-104 

3 

50 

35 

12 

12 

■ 

32. 

1851 

F-105 

2 

53 

58 

- 

25 

53 

33. 

1852 

F-105 

3 

55 

50 

45 

- 

25 

34. 

1853  NA 

F-101  a 

5 

65 

25 

35. 

1853  WA 

F-107 

5 

60 

4 

25 

25 

36. 

1853-0 

F-104a 

6 

50 

30 

25 

37. 

1854 

F-104a 

3 

63 

58 

60 

38. 

1854-0 

F-102 

6 

45 

20 

25 

39. 

1 854-0 

F-103 

3 

62 

10 

25 

40. 

1855 

F-103 

3 

50 

15 

8 

25 
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Variety 

Date        ReferenceWeight  Fortin  Bradley  Kosters  Smith  Renaud 


/I  i 

■\  Qcc  on 
1  obb  oU 

c  1  no 
r-l  Uo 

o 

cn 
DU 

A^ 

fin 

A  O 

i  QCC  or* 
1  obb  oU 

r-l  1 U 

c 

D 

D4 

to 

A  O 

4o. 

^  QCC 
1  obb-U 

r-l  U4 

1 

CO 
Do 

4U 

*+o 

oo 

A  A 

44. 

■\  QCC  O 

1  obb-U 

c  ^  nc 
r-l  Ub 

o 
o 

CO 
D^i 

on 

OU 

1  d 

A^ 
HO 

*+ 

A  CZ. 

4o. 

■\  QC7 

1  ob/ -U 

r-l  U 1 

Q 

o 

cc 
bb 

A^ 
40 

A  C 

4b. 

H  QCO 

1  oby 

r-l  (Jo 

o 
o 

CO 

b^ 

C/1 
D4 

40 

AR 

fin 

DU 

A  1 

4/ . 

■\  Qcn 
1  obU 

c  i  nc 
r- 1  Ub 

c 
b 

CO 

bo 

Do 

dO 

A  Q 

4o. 

■\  QCH 

lobi  n 

c  inn 
r- 1 U  1 

o 
o 

C/1 

D4 

■\  C 

AC\ 

49. 

■\  OCH  TO 

lobi  1 

C  i  AC 

r-l  Ub 

Q 

o 

CA 

bU 

cn 
bU. 

^  QCO 

1  obii 

r-l  Uo 

c 
b 

b4 

AR 
40 

1  9 
1  d 

t)l  . 

1  obo 

c  -K  rvo 
r-l  Uo 

4 

^  c 
4b 

OA 

oU 

OC 
dXi 

OR 

do 

CO 

■\  OCQ 

1  obo 

C  A  AC 

r-l  Ub 

b 

C/1 

b4 

CO 

bo 

CO 

bo. 

H  QCO 

1  oby 

r-l  U 1 

c 
b 

CA 

bU 

1  c 

1  b 

•\  O 
1  d 

OR 

do 

AR 
40 

c^ 
b4. 

1  o/U 

C  ^  A^ 

r-l  U4 

o 

CA 

bU 

CO 

bo 

A  C 

4b 

OR 
do 

t^O 
00 

cc 

bb. 

i  Q7H 

1  o/ 1 

r- 1 U  1 

-J 
I 

cc 
bb 

CA 

bU 

cc 
bb. 

i  Q70 

C  1  AC 

r-l  Ub 

A 

4 

CO 
Kid 

OA 

OR 

do 

C7 

b/ . 

i  Q70 
1  O/^ 

C  i  AC 

r-l  Ub 

o 

CO 
Kid 

OA 
d\J 

H  O 

A  C 

4b 

CA 
DU 

CD 

bO. 

i  Q70 

C  i  AO 

r-l  uy 

-J 

1 

CA 

bU 

CO 
Kid 

CO 

by. 

^  Q70  r^o 

1  O  /  O  \jO 

C  ^  AO 

r-l  Uo 

o 

d. 

CO 

bo 

CQ 

bo 

OC 

<ib 

OC 
dO 

bU. 

■\  Q70  \A/A 

1  o  /  o  WA 

C  H  AO 

r-l  Uo 

b 

OA 
dXj 

H  O 

b  1 . 

■\  Q7/1 

1 0/4 

Cr  i  AO 

r-l  Uo 

o 

o 

CA 

b4 

A  C 

4b 

OC 

^  o 
1  d 

OC 

dO 

CO 

b^. 

1874 

F-106 

i  A 
1  U 

CQ 

bo 

CQ 

bo. 

1875 

F-107 

4 

CA 

b4 

H  O 
1  d 

A  C 

4b 

OC 

do 

CA 

b4. 

1875-S  IW 

F-101a 

O 
O 

C/1 

b4 

OA 
^U 

A  C 

4b 

CA 

bU 

cc 

DO. 

1875-S  BW 

F-104 

c 
b 

CQ 

bo 

^  c 
4b 

bb. 

1875-CC  IW 

F-109 

o 
d 

CO 

bo 

A  C 

4b 

^  c 

4b 

CO 

bo 

b/ . 

1875-CC  BW  F-102a 

A 

4 

CO 

bo 

Do. 

1876 

F-104 

4 

cc 
bb 

CA 

bU 

A  C 

4b 

A  C 

4b 

CQ 

Dy. 

1876-S 

F-101 

7 

1 

A  C 

4b 

/  u. 

1876-CC 

F-105 

4 

CO 

bo 

4 

H  O 

/I 
4 

/  1 . 

1876-CC 

F-106 

o 
d 

CO 

bo 

OA 
d\J 

OC 

^b 

H  O 
1  <1 

H  O 
1  <i 

1876-CC 

F-107 

1 

CO 
DO 

CA 

bU 

OC 

dXi 

CA 

bU 

/  o. 

1876-CC 

F-110 

4 

CO 
DO 

t^A 

bU 

A  C 

4b 

OC 

dO 

OC 

do 

7A 

1876-CC 

F-111 

0 

CO 
DU 

cc 
bb 

OC 

/lb 

/  O. 

1876-CC 

F-101 

c 
0 

CO 
Do 

OA 

^lU 

OC 

dXi 

CO 

bv3 

76. 

1877 

F-105 

7 

30 

20 

45 

77. 

1877-S 

F-101 

2 

62 

64 

25 

25 

60 

78. 

1877-CC 

F-107 

3 

53 

45 

53 

79. 

1878-CC 

F-104 

3 

64 

50 

25 

80. 

1882 

F-102 

3 

50 

62 

45 
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Variety 

Date 

Reference  Weight  Fortin 

Bradley  Kosters  Smith  Renai 

81. 

1886 

F-105 

2 

65 

4 

53 

25 

60 

82. 

1 887-S 

F-104 

3 

63 

8 

25 

25 

53 

83. 

1887-S 

F-107 

8 

50 

_ 

84. 

1888 

F-102a 

6 

63 

63 

85. 

1888 

F-106 

6 

67 

50 

86. 

1888-S 

F-107 

4 

45 

_ 

45 

87. 

1889 

F-103 

7 

25 

40 

53 

88. 

1889 

F-104 

3 

45 

50 

_ 

89. 

1889 

F-106 

4 

63 

12 

25 

90. 

1890 

F-105 

3 

62 

20 

25 

45 

91. 

1890 

F-106 

5 

65 

15 

45 

25 

60 

92. 

1890-S 

F-104 

5 

62 

30 

25 

93. 

1 890-S 

F-109 

3 

60 

35 

53 

53 

94. 

1891 

F-107 

4 

64 

45 

53 

95. 

1891 

F-109 

7 

25 

25 

_ 

96. 

1891-0 

F-106a 

4 

53 

40 

53 

45 

97. 

1891-0 

F-108 

4 

62 

40 

25 

45 

98. 

1891-0 

F-109 

5 

55 

12 

4 

12 

99. 

1891-0 

F-111 

3 

50 

_ 

25 

100. 

1891-S 

F-105 

2 

63 

40 

45 

12 

Percent  Complete 

100 

86 

57 

52 

45 

Weighted  Grade 

51.9 

32.9 

30.7 

28.1 

35.5 

Set  Rating 

51.9 

26.2 

13.7 

11.2 

12.6 

Looking  at  the  best  five  sets,  one  can  see  that  the  key  varieties  with  weights 
greater  than  7  are  missing  in  the  Bradley,  Kosters,  Smith  and  Renaud  sets.  The 
1839  Pie  Shaped  Shattered  Obverse,  1839-0  Small  O  Obverse/Large  O  Reverse, 
1861  Type  II  Obverse  with  Rusted  Reverse,  1874  Polished  Arrows  and  1887-S 
Shattered  Reverse  varieties  are  all  missing  from  these  four  sets  and  present  a 
significant  challenge  to  the  Seated  dime  variety  specialist.  The  two  popular  1 841  - 
O  transitional  varieties  are  key  dates  in  the  variety  set,  and  both  do  appear  in  one 
of  the  four  collections. 

Summary 

My  goals  for  the  Top  1 00  survey  were  met  with  this  tabulation  of  the  data  received 
from  the  participating  members  and  I  hope  that  club  members  will  find  the  resulting 
information  useful  for  future  Seated  dime  variety  purchases.  I  am  planning  rarity 
adjustments  for  some  of  the  varieties  as  described  in  this  article.  These  adjustments 
will  be  made  after  the  publication  of  this  article.  I  believe  it  is  important  for  the 
numismatic  community  to  understand  the  basis  for  variety  rarity  updates  and  this 
article  will  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
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Liberty  Seated  Coinage  and  the  1873  Assay 

Commission 

by 

Len  Augsburger 


A  dusty  ledger  at  the  National  Archives  in  College  Park,  Maryland  records  the 
proceedings  of  the  assay  commissions  from  the  1 9*^  century.  The  assays  were  typically 
conducted  in  February  of  each  year  to  verify  mint  standards  for  the  production  of 
coinage  from  the  previous  year.  Thus,  the  commission  for  1873  met  on  February  1 1 , 
1 874.  This  group  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of  confirming  the  weight  and  fineness  of 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  struck  in  1873.  Commission  members  included  Herbert  G. 
Torrey  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  in  New  York,  J.E.  Hilgard  of  the  Bureau  of 
Weights  and  Measures  in  Washington  DC  and  other  luminaries  such  as  the  commis- 
sion chairman.  Judge  John  Cadwalader  of  the  District  Court  in  Pennsylvania.  In  later 
years,  the  competition  to  join  the  annual  assay  commissions  became  heated,  particu- 
larly as  the  numismatic  hobby  expanded  during  the  20**"  century.  Many  of  the 
commission  applications  are  present  in  the  National  Archives  with  hobby  leaders  citing 
their  numerous  accomplishments  and  affiliations  and  asking  the  Mint  Director  to  name 
them  to  the  commission.  In  one  case,  collector  John  J.  Pittman  was  denied  a  seat  on 
the  grounds  that  he  had  already  served  the  commission  once  before  in  the  1940s. 

In  1 873  the  Mint  Director  was  H.R.  Linderman  and  he  instructed  the  commission  to 
conduct  multiple  assays  for  different  portions  of  the  1 873  calendar  year.  The  first  assay 
was  to  test  the  coinage  struck  from  January  1  to  March  31  ^'  of  this  year.  The  Coinage 
Act  of  1 873  had  dictated  changes  to  the  weight  of  silver  coinage,  effective  April  1 , 1 873, 
meaning  that  coinage  struck  before  and  after  this  date  had  to  be  tested  separately.  To 
note  the  slight  increase  in  the  weight  of  silver  coinage,  arrows  were  added  to  both  sides 
of  the  date  on  Seated  dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars.  The  second  assay  covered  the 
period  from  April  1 to  June  30*''  since  multiple  personnel  changes  were  effective  at  both 
the  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco  branch  mints  as  of  July  1^'  of  this  year.  The  third 
assay  covered  the  remainder  of  the  year  from  July  1  ^'  to  December  31  The  Philadel- 
phia mint  was  permitted  to  combine  the  second  and  third  assays  for  the  year  since  it 
did  not  have  the  turnover  in  personnel  experienced  at  the  two  branch  mints. 
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The  assay  commission  had  three  duties.  First,  it  was  to  verify  the  counts  of 
specimens  shipped  to  Philadelphia  for  assay  purposes.  Second,  it  was  to  weigh 
individual  specimens  and  carefully  record  their  weights.  Third,  it  was  to  test  the 
fineness  of  the  silver  and  gold  coinage  presented  for  assay.  The  commission  reported 
the  following  counts  of  silver  coins  delivered  for  assay  purposes. 

Carson  City  Branch  Mint 
1873  Silver  Coins  Delivered  For  Assay 


Trade 

Seated 

Half 

Assay  Period 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars  Quarters 

Dimes 

JAN  1  to  MAR  31 

0 

2 

50  2 

5 

APR  1  to  JUN  30 

0 

0 

48  2 

o 
O 

JUL  1  to  DEC  31 

67 

0 

50  3 

12 

San  Francisco  Branch  Mint 

1873  Silver  Coins  Delivered  For  Assay 

Trade 

Seated 

Half 

Half 

Assay  Period 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars  Quarters 

Dimes 

Dimes 

JAN  1  to  MAR  31 

0 

1 

1  0 

0 

33 

APR  1  to  JUN  30 

0 

0 

16  16 

50 

0 

JUL  1  to  DEC  31 

100 

0 

50  0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia  Mint 

1873  Silver  Coins  Delivered  For  Assay 

Trade 

Seated 

Half 

Half 

Assay  Period 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars  Quarters 

Dimes 

Dimes 

JAN  1  to  MAR  31 

0 

100 

0  0 

0 

0 

APR  1  to  DEC  31 

200 

0 

100  160 

100 

0 

The  Carson  City  delivery  for  the  first  assay  includes  the  extremely  rare  1 873-CC  No 
Arrows  coinage.  The  table  shows  that  five  dimes  were  shipped  but  only  one  example 
is  known  today.  There  were  two  quarters  shipped  while  five  are  known  today.  The  first 
delivery  from  the  San  Francisco  mint  presented  some  additional  mysteries.  The  table 
presents  evidence  that  an  1 873-S  Seated  dollar  was  struck  although  none  are  known 
today.  Also  shown  is  a  single  example  of  the  1 873-S  No  Arrows  half  dollar.  None  of 
these  coins  are  known  today  but  the  Redbook  notes  a  mintage  of  5000  pieces  for  this 
issue. 

Following  the  piece  counts,  weights  of  single  coins  were  next  recorded  and 
compared  to  their  legal  weight.  Of  particular  interest  here  are  the  Carson  City  No 
Arrows  dimes  and  quarters.  The  assay  commission  weighed  one  1 873-CC  No  Arrows 
dime  and  recorded  its  weight  as  38.05  grains,  or  0.35  grains  below  its  legal  weight 
of  38.4  grains.  An  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  was  weighed  at  exactly  96  grains, 
precisely  matching  its  legal  weight.  Owners  of  this  rare  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  coinage 
are  encouraged  to  have  their  pieces  weighed  in  orderto  possibly  attribute  their  pieces 
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as  assay  specimens.  An  exact  match  would  not  absolutely  confirm  its  provenance, 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  few  of  the  weights  recorded  for  individual  specimens  in  the 
assay  ledger  precisely  match  each  other.  While  the  commission  took  care  to  weigh 
these  Carson  City  pieces  individually,  weights  were  unfortunately  not  recorded  for  the 
San  Francisco  rarities.  Neither  the  1873-S  Seated  dollar  nor  the  1873-S  No  Arrows 
half  dollar  were  individually  weighed.  Among  the  San  Francisco  No  Arrows  coinage, 
only  five  half  dimes  were  individually  weighed. 

Following  the  counting  and  weighing  activities,  much  of  the  assay  coinage  was 
melted  to  test  its  fineness.  The  melting  pot  is  thus  the  most  likely  destination  for  many 
of  the  1873  Seated  rarities  sent  to  the  assay  commission.  For  Carson  City  coinage 
the  following  information  is  given  with  all  weights  recorded  in  troy  ounces: 


Weight  of  Carson  City  Coinage  Sent  for  Assay  in  1873 


Coin  Weights  in  Troy  Ounces 

Weight  of  all  coins  shipped 

Weight  of  melted  coins  before  melting 

Weight  of  melted  coins  after  melting 


First  Second  Third 

Assay         Assay  Assay 

22.515         19.917  80.291 

17.83  14.14  63.50 

17.69  14.21  63.393 


The  fineness  of  the  coin  silver  was  noted  as  being  between  0.899  and  0.901  in  all 
cases.  The  melting  of  the  silver  coins  for  the  second  assay  leads  to  a  curious  result. 
In  this  case  the  refined  metal  weighed  is  more  than  the  weight  of  the  original  coins, 
perhaps  suggesting  some  inconsistency  in  how  the  refining  was  performed  or  in  the 
weighing  of  the  remaining  product.  The  data  also  indicates  that  about  a  fourth  of  the 
Carson  City  coinage  escaped  the  melting  pot.  Tom  DeLorey  has  suggested  that 
some  of  it  may  have  found  its  way  into  the  pocket  of  Thomas  Acton,  a  member  of  the 
February  1 874  assay  commission.  Acton  was  able  to  obtain  at  least  ten  examples  of 
the  assay  medal  for  that  year,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  Mint  Superintendent  James 
Pollock.  Assay  medals  were  minted  in  very  small  quantities,  typically  on  the  order  of 
fifty  pieces  or  less.  Acton's  acquisitive  nature  in  the  matter  of  assay  medals  perhaps 
extended  to  his  obtaining  some  of  the  Carson  City  delicacies  after  the  work  of  the 
commission  was  completed. 
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The  Jules  Reiver  Collection  of  Seated  Quarters 

by 

Bob  Foster 

During  January  2006  I  spent  two  days  at  Heritage  Galleries  in  Dallas  viewing 
auction  lots  from  the  Jules  Reiver  Collection  of  Bust  and  Seated  coinage.  This  sale 
contained  a  magnificent  selection  of  Bust  and  Seated  coinage  that  included  many 
interesting  die  varieties.  The  Seated  quarter  collection  was  nearly  complete  by  date 
and  mint  with  the  grades  ranging  from  Good  to  Uncirculated.  Many  of  the  key  dates 
in  the  series  were  represented  by  well  circulated  coins  but  the  collection  also 
contained  a  nearly  complete  run  of  nice  proof  coins  from  1 856  to  1 891 .  Each  of  these 
coins  was  graded  and  slabbed  by  NGC  with  the  Jules  Reiver  name  on  the  holder.  I 
believe  that  this  pedigree  information  will  enhance  the  value  of  these  coins  by 
certifying  that  they  were  once  part  of  a  magnificent  collection  assembled  by  a  talented 
numismatic  scholar  from  the  20'^  century. 

I  have  presented  a  summary  of  the  highlights  from  the  Reiver  Seated  quarter 
collection  in  the  following  paragraphs.  The  information  provided  will  demonstrate  the 
quality  and  scope  of  the  collection  assembled  by  this  noted  scholar.  The  1840-O 
Large  0  With  Drapery  quarter  is  extremely  rare  in  all  grades  with  only  about  22 
examples  currently  known.  This  coin  was  graded  NGC  AU-53  but  it  had  been  lightly 
cleaned  in  the  past.  It  sold  for  $6900,  a  reasonable  price  considering  its  extreme 
rarity.  The  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  was  graded  NCS  AU  Details,  Improperly 
Cleaned.  This  piece  was  a  nice  looking  sharp  AU  coin  with  bright  surfaces  that  sold 
for  $8625.  I  thought  that  this  was  a  reasonable  price  considering  that  this  issue  is 
extremely  rare  in  AU  and  better  grades.  I  really  liked  the  1849-0  quarter  in  the  sale 
even  though  it  had  been  graded  only  NGC  VG-10.  This  piece  was  very  nice  for  its 
grade  with  almost  a  full  LIBERTY  and  no  detracting  scratches  or  abrasions.  The  coin 
sold  for  $1 438  which  was  more  than  double  the  listing  for  a  VG  coin  in  the  retail  price 
guides.  The  1 851  -O  quarter  was  graded  NGC  AU-50  and  brought  $2760  but  I  felt  that 
it  had  been  cleaned  in  the  past.  The  1 852-0  quarter  was  a  nice  original  VF-i-  coin  with 
a  few  obverse  scratches  that  sold  for  $920.  This  coin  had  been  graded  NCS  VF 
Details,  Obverse  Scratched  but  I  felt  that  it  was  still  a  very  nice  piece  in  spite  of  its 
minor  surface  defects.  The  1853  No  Arrows  quarter  was  graded  NCS  Fine  Details, 
Improperly  Cleaned  but  it  was  still  a  very  nice  coin.  It  sold  for  $1 1 50,  almost  double 
the  listing  for  a  Fine  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides. 

The  1 858  Proof  quarter  was  a  blazing  brilliant  coin  that  was  graded  NGC  Proof-63. 
It  was  a  very  nice  coin  despite  a  mark  above  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  and  it  sold  for 
$1 725.  The  1 858-S  quarter  is  becoming  a  more  difficult  coin  to  find  and  this  piece  was 
graded  NGC  Fine-12.  It  had  some  minor  roughness  and  it  was  barely  fine  but  it  still 
brought  $346,  a  price  well  above  the  listing  for  a  Fine  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides. 
The  1859  Proof  quarter  was  graded  NGC  Proof-63  with  glittering  fields  and  with 
devices  that  were  sharp  and  frosty.  It  sold  for  $1265.  The  1860  Proof  quarter  was 
graded  NGC  Proof-64  Cameo  and  it  had  frosty  devices  with  mirrored  fields.  This  was 
nearly  a  gem  coin  that  sold  for  $2530.  The  scarce  1 862-S  quarter  was  graded  NGC 
VF-30  and  it  was  a  nice  piece  with  lightly  toned  fields.  It  sold  for  a  reasonable  $575, 
a  price  only  slightly  above  the  listing  for  a  VF  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  The  sale 
had  two  1 863  Proof  quarters  that  were  both  graded  NGC  Proof-63.  The  second  piece 
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in  Lot  #21137  was  a  gorgeous  coin  with  frosty  devices  and  mirrored  fields  that  I 
thought  should  have  been  given  a  cameo  designation.  This  superb  coin  wentfor  what 
I  believe  was  a  bargain  at  $1 265.  The  1 864-S  quarter  was  a  nice  original  coin  that  was 
graded  NGC  Fine-1 2.  It  had  lightly  toned  defect  free  fields  and  sold  for  $1 093,  a  price 
above  the  listing  for  a  Fine  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  The  1 866  quarter  is  a  date 
that  is  seldom  seen  in  circulated  grades.  This  example  was  a  nice  original  coin  that 
was  graded  NGC  Fine-1 5  and  it  sold  for  $1 093,  a  price  well  above  the  listing  for  a  Fine 
coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  Interestingly  enough,  the  1866  Proof  quarter  was 
graded  NGC  Proof-63  Cameo  and  sold  for  $863,  or  more  than  $200  less  than  the  Fine- 
1 5  coin  in  the  previous  lot.  This  price  variation  occurred  because  the  1 866  quarter  is 
much  more  available  as  a  proof  than  it  is  in  circulated  condition  and  demonstrates 
just  how  rare  this  date  is  in  average  circulated  grades.  The  1 866-S  quarter  was  a  very 
nice  original  coin  that  was  graded  NGC  Fine-1 5  and  it  sold  for  $1265,  a  price  more 
than  double  the  listing  for  a  Fine  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  The  1 867  quarter  was 
graded  NGC  Fine-1 2  and  brought  $489,  a  figure  nearly  equal  to  the  listing  for  a  Fine 
coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  A  gorgeous  1 867  Proof  quarter  was  graded  NGC  Proof- 
64  Cameo  and  sold  for  $2071 .  This  was  an  unusually  beautiful  piece  considering  that 
very  few  cameo  proof  coins  have  superb  original  toning.  The  1867-S  quarter  was  a 
very  nice  coin  that  was  graded  NGC  VG-1 0  with  nearly  full  LIBERTY.  It  sold  for  $920 
which  is  nearly  double  the  listing  for  a  VG  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  This  high  price 
reflects  the  fact  that  this  date  is  becoming  very  difficult  to  find  in  any  grade.  The  1 868 
Proof  quarter  was  graded  NGC  Proof-63  and  sold  for  $978.  This  was  a  beautiful  coin 
that  I  thought  should  have  been  given  the  cameo  designation.  The  1 869  Proof  quarter 
was  graded  NGC  Proof-64  and  had  sharp  frosty  devices  with  blazing  mirrored  fields. 
It  sold  for  $1610  and  had  a  slight  cameo  appearance.  The  1870  Proof  quarter  was 
graded  NGC  Proof-63  Cameo.  It  had  some  nice  original  toning  and  sold  for  $978. 

The  key  1 870-CC  quarter  was  graded  NCS  AU  Details,  Improperly  Cleaned.  This 
coin  is  very  rare  in  the  higher  circulated  grades  and  it  sold  for  $23,000  despite  being 
cleaned  in  the  past.  The  rare  1871-CC  quarter  had  also  been  cleaned  and  it  was 
graded  NCS  VF  Details,  Improperly  Cleaned  and  it  sold  for  $9775.  The  rare  1871-S 
quarter  was  graded  NGC  Fine-1 2  and  brought  $1 265,  a  price  more  than  double  the 


1 864-S  Quarter  in  NGC  Fine-1 2  from  Reiver  Sale 
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listing  for  a  Fine  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  The  1 872  Proof  quarter  was  a  gorgeous 
coin  with  golden  toning  that  was  graded  NGC  Proof-64  Cameo.  It  sold  for  $1 380.  The 
1 872-CC  quarter  was  graded  NGC  Good-6  and  sold  for  $1 61 0,  a  price  that  was  more 
than  double  the  listing  for  a  Good  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides.  The  rare  1 872-S  quarter 
had  sharp  detail  and  was  graded  NGC  XF-40.  It  had  also  been  lightly  cleaned  in  the  past 
and  sold  for  $51 75.  The  very  rare  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  was  graded  NCS  Fine 
Details,  Reverse  Damage.  This  was  a  very  nice  lightly  toned  original  coin  that  had  only 
one  old  scrape  on  the  reverse.  I  believe  that  this  piece  was  a  real  bargain  at  $6325.  The 
scarce  1878-S  quarter  was  graded  only  NGC  Fine-12  but  still  sold  for  $431 . 

Nearly  all  of  the  late  date  proof  coins  from  the  series  were  simply  gorgeous.  Most  of 
them  had  a  cameo  appearance  and  had  superb  original  toning.  The  1 880  Proof  quarter 
was  graded  NGC  Proof-64  Cameo  and  sold  for  $1380.  The  1884  Proof  quarter  was 
graded  NGC  Proof-64  Cameo  and  sold  for  $1 725.  The  1 885  Proof  quarter  was  graded 
NGC  Proof-64  Cameo  and  sold  for  $1 265.  The  1 886  Proof  quarter  had  superb  color  but 
it  was  only  graded  NGC  Proof-63  Cameo  and  sold  for  $1 093.  There  were  two  beautiful 
1888  Proof  quarters  in  the  sale.  The  piece  in  Lot  #21194  had  superb  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  was  graded  NGC  Proof-66  Cameo.  It  sold  for  $51 75.  The  1 891-0  quarter 
was  a  nice  borderline  XF  coin  that  was  graded  NGC  VF-35  and  sold  for  $1 093,  a  price 
that  was  nearly  double  the  listing  for  a  VF  coin  in  the  retail  price  guides. 

General  Observations  on  the  Seated  Quarter  Series 

Rare  date  Seated  quarters  are  bringing  good  prices  in  any  condition,  and  even 
problem  coins  are  in  demand.  Collectors  and  dealers  are  competing  for  examples  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series  and  they  are  frequently  willing  to  pay  whatever  it  takes  to 
acquire  these  rare  pieces.  Coins  with  a  pedigree  from  a  famous  collection  seem  to 
be  in  even  greater  demand  since  many  collectors  want  to  own  a  coin  that  was  once 
part  of  an  important  collection.  I  have  also  noticed  that  proof  coins  in  the  series  are 
bringing  good  prices  if  they  are  nicely  toned  or  have  frosty  devices  that  produce  a 
cameo  effect.  Buyers  want  high  quality  coins  with  good  eye  appeal.  A  nice  cameo 
proof  coin  with  good  color  can  bring  two  to  three  times  the  price  of  an  average  brilliant 
proof  coin  of  the  same  date. 


1884  Quarter  in  NGC  Proof-64  Cameo  from  Reiver  Sale 
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A  Theory  on  Localized  Die  Doubling 

by 

Tom  DeLorey 

Michael  S.  Fey  raised  a  number  of  interesting  questions  about  strong  localized 
doubling  in  his  article  on  the  1 873  WA  Doubled  Die  Obverse  dime  in  Issue  #95  of  the 
journal.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present  a  theory  on  localized  doubling 
that  might  help  explain  the  unusual  features  that  he  described. 

It  is  known  that  heat  softened  die  blanks  were  given  a  conical  shape  prior  to  being 
hubbed,  supposedly  to  improve  metal  flow  during  the  hubbing  process.  When  the 
hub  was  driven  down  onto  the  die  blank  on  the  old  screw  press  in  1873,  the  design 
first  appeared  in  the  center  of  the  die  and  spread  out  until  the  steel  in  the  die  blank 
became  too  work  hardened  to  deform  any  further.  The  partially  formed  die  was  then 
taken  out  of  the  hubbing  press  and  heat  treated  again  so  that  the  hubbing  process 
could  continue. 

At  this  point  in  the  process  the  end  of  the  die  was  no  longer  conical  but  relatively 
flat  with  sloped  sides  like  a  mesa.  The  design  ran  out  to  the  edge  of  the  mesa  and  then 
stopped.  An  illustration  of  this  principle  can  be  seen  in  the  date  on  the  1 91 6  doubled 
die  obverse  Indian  head  nickel.  The  incomplete  first  1  in  the  original  date  fades  out 
near  its  top  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  rim  because  that  is  how  far  the  design 
reached  during  the  earlier  step  in  the  hubbing  process.  However,  the  date  on  the  coin 
is  horizontal  and  slopes  away  from  the  rim  so  that  the  incomplete  6  in  the  original  date 
fades  out  near  its  bottom,  the  same  distance  from  the  rim  as  the  top  of  the  original 
1 .  The  entire  design  would  fade  out  at  the  edge  of  the  mesa  on  a  partially  formed  die. 

Assume  that  the  edge  of  the  mesa  on  the  partially  hubbed  1 873  WA  dime  die  was 
near  the  bottom  of  the  shield  when  the  die  was  placed  back  into  the  hubbing  press. 
Correctly  positioned,  the  top  of  the  die  mesa  should  be  horizontal  and  the  face  of  the 
hub  above  it  should  also  be  horizontal.  However,  if  one  of  the  screws  or  other  devices 
holding  the  hub  in  the  press  were  to  break  or  become  dislodged,  the  hub  might  drop 
down  on  one  side  with  its  face  now  tilted  and  perhaps  pivoted  around  the  2  o'clock 
position  as  noted  by  Kevin  Flynn.  If  the  hub  were  then  driven  down  while  misaligned, 
the  low  point  of  the  hub  could  strike  the  edge  of  the  mesa  at  the  previously  hubbed 
shield,  sharply  doubling  the  area  at  the  intersection  of  the  two  planes  without 
doubling  the  rest  of  the  design. 

I  have  provided  a  plausible  explanation  for  the  localized  doubling  seen  on  some 
Seated  dies  from  the  19""  century.  I  invite  comments  on  my  theory  and  alternative 
explanations  for  the  die  doubling  that  has  intrigued  collectors  for  many  years. 
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Die  Marriages  for  the  1857-S  Half  Dollar 

by 


Randy  Wiley  and  I  briefly  discussed  four  die  marriages  for  the  1857-S  half  dollar 
in  our  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  that  was  published  in 
1993.  With  limited  space  in  our  book  we  did  not  provide  detailed  information  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  for  this  issue  and  we  did  not  include  information  on  the  die 
linkages  for  the  varieties.  While  no  new  die  marriages  have  been  identified  since  the 
publication  of  our  book,  I  would  like  to  provide  some  additional  information  on  thefour 
known  die  marriages  for  this  date  that  will  help  to  identify  the  die  marriages  for  these 
coins. 

This  issue  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  semi-key  date  in  the  series  but  it  is  often 
overshadowed  by  the  rarity  and  popularity  of  the  1855-S  coins  that  mark  the 
beginning  of  half  dollar  production  at  the  San  Francisco  branch  mint.  Nice  high  grade 
circulated  1857-S  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to  find  while  mint  state  examples  are 
very  rare.  Low  grade  coins  with  problems  can  be  found  but  they  are  often  over  priced 
since  nice  problem  free  pieces  are  simply  not  available. 

Die  shipment  information  at  the  National  Archives  is  incomplete  for  1857  but  as 
many  as  1 2  new  obverse  dies  and  1 2  new  reverse  dies  may  have  been  available  for 
use  in  San  Francisco  during  this  year.  However  it  appears  that  most  of  these  dies  were 
not  used  in  1857  since  only  four  obverse  dies  and  three  reverse  dies  are  presently 
known  for  1857-S  coins.  One  of  the  three  reverses  has  a  Large  S  mintmark  with  this 
die  being  previously  used  to  strike  some  1 856-S  half  dollars.  This  Large  S  mintmark 
variety  has  been  listed  as  WB-101  in  our  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  The 
other  two  reverses  have  a  Medium  S  mintmark  with  this  variety  being  listed  as  WB- 
102  in  our  guide  to  the  series.  The  two  Medium  S  reverses  have  nearly  identical 
mintmark  placements  but  they  can  be  distinguished  by  die  scratches  that  have  been 
observed  on  these  dies.  One  of  the  obverses  for  this  issue  has  the  remains  of  a  Recut 
1  to  the  left  of  the  date.  This  variety  has  been  identified  as  WB-1 03  in  our  guide  to  the 
series.  Additional  information  on  individual  dies  and  die  pairings  will  be  provided  so 
that  collectors  can  identify  the  dies  that  were  used  to  strike  these  coins.  The  diagram 
presented  in  this  article  gives  the  individual  die  pairings  and  provides  enough 
information  to  identify  the  four  known  die  marriages  for  the  1857-S  half  dollar. 
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Die  Marriages  for  1857-S  Half  Dollars 


The  WB-101  variety  with  the  Large  S  mintmark  includes  the  1-A  and  2-A  die 
marriages.  This  variety  has  an  overall  rarity  of  R4  and  examples  have  1 40  edge  reeds. 
The  1  -A  die  marriage  would  have  an  overall  rarity  of  R4.  The  2-A  die  marriage  is  more 
difficult  to  obtain  and  would  have  an  overall  rarity  of  R5-.  The  2-A  die  marriage  shows 
a  slightly  later  die  state  of  the  reverse  than  marriage  1-A  but  the  die  characteristics 
are  essentially  the  same.  More  detailed  information  on  these  die  marriages  is  given 
below. 
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1857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  1,  High  Date 


1857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  2,  Low  Date 


1857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  2 
Die  Line  in  Drapery  Weak  Foot  Support 
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1 857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  1        1 857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  2 
Lump  In  Rock  Short  Horizontal  Lump  in  Rock 


1 857-S  Half  Dollar  Reverse  A  ,  Large  S  Mintmark 
Mintmark  High  in  Field  Die  Line  in  Tail  Feathers 


Obverse  1 :  The  date  is  high  in  the  field  with  the  digit  1  closer  to  the  rocky  base 
above  than  to  the  denticles  below.  The  upright  of  the  1  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  The 
inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  base  of  the  7  is 
centered  over  a  denticle.  There  is  a  lump  in  the  rock  to  the  left  of  the  shield. 

Reverse  A:  The  Large  S  mintmark  is  .063  inches  tall.  The  mintmark  is  high  in  the 
field  and  close  to  the  branch  stem  and  the  feather  tip.  The  feather  tip  extends  only 
slightly  beyond  the  left  edge  of  the  mintmark.  The  S  mintmark  is  nearly  centered  over 
the  F  in  HALF.  There  is  a  heavy  horizontal  die  line  in  the  eagle's  tail  below  the  feathers 
of  the  upper  arrow.  This  reverse  was  used  to  strike  some  1856-S  half  dollars. 

Obverse  2:  The  date  is  low  in  the  field  with  the  digit  1  slightly  closer  to  the  denticles 
below  than  to  the  rocky  base  above.  The  upright  of  the  1  is  centered  over  a  denticle. 
The  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over  the  left  side  of  a  denticle.  The  base  of  the 
7  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  There  is  a  vertical  line  in  the  folds  of  drapery  below 
Liberty's  elbow.  There  is  a  heavy  short  lump  in  the  rock  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  There 
is  a  weak  foot  support. 
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1857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  3,  Blundered  Date 


1857-S  Half  Dollar  Reverse  B,  Medium  S  Mintmark 


Mintmark  High  in  Field  Die  Line  Between  TE  in  STATES 

The  WB-102  variety  with  the  Medium  S  mintmark  includes  the  3-B  and  4-C  die 
marriages.  This  variety  has  an  overall  rarity  of  R3  and  examples  have  1 38  edge  reeds. 
The  blundered  obverse  with  the  Recut  1  is  listed  as  the  WB-1 03  variety.  This  obverse 
was  paired  with  a  single  Medium  S  reverse  die  that  is  included  in  WB-102.  The  3-B 
die  marriage  with  the  Recut  1  has  an  overall  rarity  of  R4-.  The  4-C  die  marriage  has 
an  overall  rarity  of  R4.  Reverses  B  and  C  have  very  similar  mintmark  positions  but  the 
two  dies  can  be  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  die  scratches.  More  detailed 
information  on  the  two  Medium  S  die  marriages  is  given  below. 

Obverse  3:  Blundered  date.  The  tip  of  a  serif  and  the  tip  of  the  base  of  an  earlier 
1  can  be  seen  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  date.  The  date  is  low  in  the  field  with  the  digit 
1  a  little  closer  to  the  denticles  below  than  to  the  rocky  base  above.  The  upright  of  the 
1  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  The  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over  the  left  side 
of  a  denticle.  The  base  of  the  7  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  There  is  a  very  heavy  gash 
in  Liberty's  foot  support. 

Reverse  B:  The  Medium  S  mintmark  is  .052  inches  tall.  The  S  mintmark  extends 
to  the  right  edge  of  the  F  in  HALF.  The  mintmark  is  high  in  the  field  and  much  closer 
to  the  branch  stem  than  to  the  feather  tip.  There  is  a  die  line  that  connects  the  letters 
TE  in  STATES. 
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1857-S  Half  Dollar  Obverse  4,  High  Sloping  Date 


1857-S  Half  Dollar  Reverse  C,  Medium  S  Mintmark 
Mintmark  High  in  Field  Die  Scratches  Under  left  Wing 

Obverse  4:  High  Sloping  Date.  The  date  is  high  in  the  field  with  the  digit  1  a  little 
closer  to  the  rocky  base  above  than  to  the  denticles  below.  The  date  slopes 
downward  from  left  to  right.  The  upright  of  the  1  is  centered  over  the  gap  between 
denticles.  The  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over  the  gap  between  denticles.  The 
base  of  the  7  is  centered  over  the  gap  between  denticles. 

Reverse  C:  The  Medium  S  mintmark  is  .052  inches  tall.  The  S  mintmark  extends 
to  the  right  edge  of  the  F  in  HALF.  The  mintmark  is  high  in  the  field  and  much  closer 
to  the  branch  stem  than  to  the  feather  tip.  Heavy  die  scratches  can  be  seen  in  the 
recessed  area  under  the  eagle's  left  wing  to  the  left  of  the  upper  olive  leaves. 

The  information  provided  above  should  help  the  reader  identify  the  dies  used  to 
strike  1857-S  half  dollars.  With  a  mintage  of  158,000  pieces  there  are  still  many 
examples  of  this  issue  that  we  have  not  seen.  Additional  marriages  could  surface  as 
a  result  of  the  information  given  in  this  article.  The  rarity  estimates  are  from  my 
personal  experiences  while  studying  examples  of  this  date.  I  would  welcome  any 
comments  or  observations  you  might  have  on  the  die  marriages  of  this  issue. 
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Second  Edition  of  Coin  Chemistry  Book  Available 


Weimar  White  has  announced  that  the  Second  Edition  of  his  book  on  Coin 
Chemistry  is  now  available  for  purchase  by  interested  collectors.  The  new  edition  is 
twenty  pages  longer  and  contains  four  articles  that  did  not  appear  in  the  first  edition. 
The  quality  of  some  of  the  pictures  has  been  improved  and  the  layout  for  many  of  the 
articles  has  been  revised.  The  book  contains  a  set  of  articles  by  the  author  describing 
damage  to  the  surface  of  silver  coinage  caused  by  exposure  to  sulfur  compounds  that 
are  present  in  the  air  we  breathe.  This  reference  book  would  be  important  to  any 
serious  collector  of  Seated  coinage  and  invaluable  to  any  investor  who  would  like  to 
know  the  best  way  to  protect  his  coins  from  atmospheric  contaminants. 

The  most  striking  change  in  this  new  edition  is  that  its  covers  present  beautiful 
photographs  of  a  proof-like  1 870-CC  silver  dollar  that  the  author  has  graded  Proof- 
64.  He  states  that  this  coin  has  a  very  sharp  strike  and  that  the  reverse  is  virtually 
perfect.  He  also  says  that  this  fabulous  coin  is  in  a  class  by  itself  and  that  it  is  probably 
the  finest  known  specimen  for  its  date  and  mint. 

The  Second  Edition  of  the  Coin  Chemistry  reference  book  by  Weimar  White  is  93 
pages  in  length  and  sells  for  $1 9.95.  Copies  can  be  purchased  from  American  Sports 
Media,  3495  Winton  Place,  Building  E,  Suite  2,  Rochester,  New  York  14623.  A  copy 
of  the  book  can  also  be  purchased  by  calling  1-800-932-4557  Ext  17. 

The  Editor 


On  The  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  present  pictures  of  a  Transitional  1 841  -0  dime  that  is  #1 9 
on  the  Fortin  Top  100  Varieties  list  for  Seated  dimes.  This  coin  was  struck  from  an 
obverse  die  with  the  revised  Seated  design  by  Robert  Ball  Hughes  that  has  hubbed 
stars,  an  upright  shield  and  stronger  denticles.  This  design  was  introduced  at  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint  in  1841.  A  new  reverse  design  with  bolder  lettering,  stronger 
denticles  and  sharper  detail  in  the  wreath  was  also  introduced  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  in  1 841 .  This  design  with  Open  Buds  in  the  wreath  was  used  for  most  of 
the  dimes  produced  at  the  branch  mint  during  this  year.  However  two  left  over  reverse 
dies  with  Closed  Buds  were  used  to  strike  a  few  1841-0  dimes.  These  transitional 
dimes  are  very  rare  and  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  of  VP  and  above.  The  old 
reverse  design  with  Closed  Buds  and  weak  lettering  is  illustrated  on  the  back  cover 
of  this  issue. 

Six  examples  of  the  Transitional  1841-0  dime  with  the  Large  O  mintmark  were 
reported  in  the  recent  dime  census  with  the  finest  of  these  being  the  XF-40  coin  from 
the  Fortin  collection  that  is  illustrated  on  the  covers  of  this  issue. 

The  Editor 
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An  1858-0  Half  Dime  with  a  Shattered  Obverse 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 858-0  half  dime  with  a  shattered  obverse  that  was 
sent  in  by  Roy  Maxwell.  He  wanted  to  know  if  this  variety  had  been  previously  reported 
in  the  journal  and  if  so,  had  any  coins  been  reported  that  were  in  a  later  die  state  than 
the  piece  he  has  illustrated.  His  coin  has  a  strong  vertical  die  crack  that  runs  from  the 
rim  through  the  center  of  a  denticle  to  Liberty's  forehead,  down  through  her  face  and 
neck  to  her  chest  and  right  leg.  After  some  numismatic  research  I  can  report  that  this 
variety  was  first  described  by  Al  BIythe  in  Issue  #31  of  the  journal  and  that  his  coin 
appears  to  be  in  a  later  die  state  than  the  Maxwell  coin. 

After  receiving  this  picture  I  contacted  Stephen  Grain  and  asked  him  if  this  was  the 
same  variety  that  he  listed  as  1 858-0  Shattered  Obverse  in  his  half  dime  survey  report 
that  was  published  in  Issue  #95  of  the  journal.  He  confirmed  that  his  listing  is  for  the 
same  variety  but  indicated  that  the  eight  reported  examples  in  the  census  were  not 
all  struck  from  the  same  reverse.  It  appears  that  some  coins  with  this  shattered 
obverse  also  have  a  shattered  reverse.  He  reports  that  the  shattered  reverse  die  was 
then  replaced  and  additional  specimens  struck  that  show  a  more  advanced  obverse 
crack.  I  find  it  amazing  that  a  badly  shattered  obverse  die  would  be  retained  after  a 
similarly  shattered  reverse  die  was  replaced. 

The  Editor 


1858-0  Half  Dime  with  Shattered  Obverse 
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Coining  Authority  and  Rarity  for  Die  Marriages  of 

1861-0  Half  Dollars 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

My  art\c\e  Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal  included 
an  emission  sequence  for  all  known  1 861  -O  die  marriages  along  with  a  very  detailed 
description  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  each  marriage.  That  article  provided  enough 
information  to  identify  any  1 861  -O  half  dollar  in  sufficiently  high  grade  as  one  of  the 
1 5  known  die  marriages  while  the  diagram  presented  in  Figure  1  showed  where  that 
marriage  occurred  in  the  emission  sequence.  The  introductory  text  in  that  article 
states,  "It  is  important  to  note  that  only  the  emission  sequence  in  Figure  1  is  factual 
as  the  breakdown  of  die  usage  by  the  various  coining  authorities  is  subjective  except 
that  all  coinage  after  the  CSA  reverse  was  executed  by  the  Confederacy." 

Owners  of  1861-0  half  dollars  are  usually  looking  for  answers  to  two  basic 
questions.  They  want  to  know  "Which  coining  authority  made  my  coin?"  and  "Do 
I  have  a  rare  die  marriage?"  The  rarity  question  will  be  answered  first  using  an 
analysis  of  the  data  gathered  from  an  examination  of  two  hoards  of  1861-0  half 
dollars.  A  breakdown  of  the  coins  contained  within  these  hoards  by  die  marriage  will 
provide  some  valuable  information  on  which  marriages  are  the  rarest. 

The  Leidman  hoard  of  1861-0  half  dollars 

During  March  1993  I  was  contacted  by  coin  dealer  Julian  Leidman  regarding  a 
hoard  of  1861-0  half  dollars  that  he  had  recently  purchased  from  a  local  Maryland 
collector  who  will  be  identified  only  by  the  initials  BF.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  be 
interested  in  examining  the  hoard  to  search  for  new  die  marriages  of  this  date.  I  told 
him  that  I  was  definitely  interested  in  examining  the  coins!  I  soon  discovered  that  the 
hoard  consisted  of  189  coins.  Each  coin  was  in  a  2x2  holder  with  a  paper  insert 
annotating  date  of  purchase,  price  paid,  coin  grade  and  an  identification  number 
between  1  and  211.  Since  there  were  only  1 89  coins  in  the  hoard  and  the  identification 
numbers  went  to  21 1 ,  I  was  curious  to  know  what  happened  to  the  missing  coins. 
Leidman  put  me  in  touch  with  BF,  and  I  learned  that  he  had  not  sold  his  entire  hoard. 
BF  told  me  that  he  had  retained  1 5  to  20  coins  with  the  CSA  Obverse  that  had  the  die 
break  from  the  rim  to  the  bridge  of  Ms.  Liberty's  nose  as  well  as  several  other 
interesting  coins  that  included  pieces  with  no  drapery,  some  from  broken  dies,  and 
one  with  a  rotated  reverse.  I  was  only  able  to  identify  the  die  marriages  for  1 43  of  the 
1 89  coins  in  the  hoard.  The  46  coins  that  I  failed  to  attribute  were  all  in  low  grades  and 
included  29  in  AG-G,  9  in  Good,  5  in  VG,  1  holed  Philadelphia  mint  coin,  1  token  and 
1  counterfeit  coin.  At  the  time  I  was  attributing  these  coins,  Bill  Bugert  and  I  each  had 
our  own  reference  set  of  1 861  -O  half  dollars.  He  had  1 1  coins  and  I  had  20  coins  that 
had  been  attributed  by  die  marriage.  Table  1  shows  the  die  marriage  breakdown  for 
all  the  attributed  coins  from  the  Leidman  hoard  along  with  those  in  our  reference  sets. 
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Table  1 

1861-0  Half  Dollar  Die  Marriages  in  the  Leidman  Hoard 


Marriage  OBV/REV 

1 1 

JL 

DC 

Br 

D\AI 

DD 

1  vial 

W-01 

1  A 

4 

■i 
1 

c 

W-02 

1  B 

1 

1 

W-03 

1  C 

17 

1 

1  ft 
1  O 

W-04 

2  C 

25 

o 

Ofi 

W-05 

2  D 

3 

o 

W-06 

3  D 

2 

W-07 

4  D 

12 

2 

■<  /I 
14 

W-08 

4  B 

13 

lo 

W-09 

3  B 

1 1 

o 
O 

r% 

1  D 

W-10 

3  E 

1 

•1 
1 

W-11 

5E 

5 

•I 
1 

b 

W-11a 

5E 

2 

17 

3 

2 

24 

W-12 

5CSA 

0 

W-13 

6E 

22 

3 

2 

27 

W-14 

6F 

6 

2 

1 

9 

W-15 

1  F 

19 

2 

1 

22 

The  Leidman  hoard  was  discussed  briefly  in  Issue  #94  where  it  was  pointed  out 
that  examination  of  this  hoard  was  a  learning  experience  for  me.  Prior  to  this  hoard, 
Bill  Bugert  and  I  had  identified  1 1  different  die  marriages  from  what  we  believed  to  be 
10  obverse  dies  and  9  reverse  dies.  It  was  during  this  attribution  process  that  I 
determined  there  were  actually  14  die  marriages  which  were  produced  from  6 
obverse  dies  and  6  reverse  dies.  Die  marriages  W-02,  W-05  and  W-1 0  were  previously 
unknown  to  me,  and  I  had  failed  to  add  W-08  as  a  separate  marriage,  erroneously 
believing  it  to  be  an  earlier  die  state  of  W-09.  This  discussion  did  not  include  the  W- 
12  CSA  reverse  variety  because  its  reverse  was  not  a  regular  mint  product. 

Table  1  does  provide  an  estimate  for  the  relative  rarity  of  the  various  die  marriages, 
but  the  data  is  somewhat  tainted.  I  estimated  that  1 7  W-1 1  a  coins  were  retained  by 
BP  since  he  said  that  he  kept  1 5  to  20  coins  with  the  CSA  Obverse  die  crack.  However, 
the  percentage  of  W-1 1  a  coins  in  the  hoard  is  most  likely  higher  than  in  the  general 
population  because  this  variety  is  the  most  coveted  die  marriage  among  1 861  -O  half 
dollars.  I  did  not  hazard  a  guess  as  to  the  die  marriage  for  the  other  coins  retained 
by  BP  although  the  no  drapery  pieces  were  either  W-08  or  W-1 5  coins  and  the  cracked 
die  pieces  were  most  likely  W-04,  W-09,  W-13  or  W-1 4  coins.  Many  of  the  43  lowest 
grade  coins  that  I  failed  to  attribute  were  most  likely  from  the  die  marriages  that  had 
the  lowest  totals  in  Table  1 .  They  were  not  heavily  cracked  or  clashed,  and  the  die 
marriages  in  Table  1  with  the  highest  totals  are  easily  recognizable  even  in  low 
grades.  Also,  I  imagine  that  a  few  coins  from  the  hoard  were  improperly  attributed 
since  my  skills  were  not  fully  sharpened  at  that  time.  Fortunately,  I  had  an  opportunity 
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to  examine  a  much  larger  hoard  of  1 861  -O  half  dollars  in  2005  and  again  in  2006  when 
my  attribution  skills  were  much  more  refined.  Therefore,  no  additional  analysis  of  the 
Leidman  hoard  is  warranted  for  this  article.  Rather,  the  same  analytical  techniques 
that  I  used  back  in  1993  were  applied  to  this  new  hoard  of  1861-0  half  dollars. 

The  SS  Republic  Hoard  of  1861-0  half  dollars 

The  SS  Republic  was  a  paddlewheel  steamship  that  was  originally  commissioned 
as  the  SS  Tennessee,  but  was  re-named  the  SS  Republic  after  her  service  in  the  Civil 
War.  In  October  1 865  after  the  war  was  over,  the  SS  Republic  set  sail  from  the  port 
of  New  York  destined  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  cargo  of  the  SS  Republic 
consisted  of  items  desperately  needed  to  jump-start  the  economy  of  the  war  torn 
southern  states,  and  it  included  a  large  supply  of  gold  and  silver  coins  for  that 
purpose.  Unfortunately,  the  SS  Republic  sank  in  a  hurricane  off  the  coast  of  Georgia. 

Odyssey  Marine  Exploration  is  an  American  Stock  Exchange  Company  engaged 
in  the  archaeologically  sensitive  exploration  and  recovery  of  deep-water  shipwrecks 
throughout  the  world.  Odyssey  discovered  the  SS  Republic  nearly  1 700  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  summer  of  2003.  More  than  51 ,000  gold  and 
silver  coins,  and  approximately  13,000  additional  artifacts  were  recovered  in  the 
world's  most  extensive  deep-ocean  archaeological  excavation.  Interested  readers 
can  learn  more  about  Odyssey  and  the  SS  Republic  at  www.shipwreck.net.  This 
article  is  concerned  only  with  the  1 861  -O  half  dollars  recovered  from  the  SS  Republic. 

My  first  exposure  to  the  half  dollars  salvaged  from  the  SS  Republic  was  in  January 
2005  during  a  trip  to  NGC  in  Sarasota,  Florida.  All  of  the  half  dollars  had  been 
conserved  by  NCS  and  certified  by  NGC  as  SS  Republic,  shipwreck  effect,  coins.  The 
date,  mintmark,  and  in  some  instances  a  variety  designation  were  shown  on  each 
certificate  along  with  the  bar  code.  I  saw  a  population  report  which  broke  down  the 
hoard  by  date  and  mintmark,  but  I  also  signed  a  confidentiality  agreement  with 
Odyssey  and  respect  their  right  of  censorship.  Hopefully,  by  the  time  this  article  goes 
to  press,  population  data  will  have  been  made  available  to  the  general  public. 

My  first  trip  to  Florida  lasted  only  three  days  during  which  time  I  examined  a 
random  sample  of  350  coins,  all  of  them  1 861  -0  half  dollars.  No  new  die  marriages 
were  found,  but  additional  die  states  for  existing  marriages  were  observed.  This 
added  exposure  gave  me  the  confidence  to  publish  my  article  D/e  Marr/agfes  of  1861- 
O  Half  Dollars  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal.  The  publication  of  that  article  in  November 
2005  opened  the  door  for  a  second  trip  to  Florida  and  a  contract  to  attribute  by  die 
marriage  all  of  the  unsold  1 861  -O  half  dollars  recovered  from  the  SS  Republic.  Those 
attributions  were  accomplished  from  January  to  March  2006.  Table  2  shows  the  die 
marriage  breakdown  for  all  of  the  attributed  1 861  -O  half  dollars  from  the  SS  Republic 
hoard.  Rather  than  present  the  actual  number  of  coins  from  each  die  marriage.  Table 
2  lists  each  die  marriage  from  W-01  to  W-15  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  coins 
attributed  along  with  the  rarity  rank  for  each  die  marriage.  Die  marriages  with  lower 
percentages  and  lower  ranks  are  rare  and  more  difficult  to  obtain.  There  were  no 
coins  in  the  hoard  bearing  the  reverse  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  so  W- 
1 2  has  a  0.00%  with  a  rarity  rank  of  1 .  For  the  remaining  1 4  die  marriages,  W-01  and 
W-02  were  the  rarest  marriages  with  each  slightly  over  1%  of  the  hoard,  while  W-04, 
W-07  and  W-1 3  were  the  most  common  marriages  with  each  1 3%  to  1 5%  of  the  hoard. 
With  14  die  marhages  the  average  percentage  for  a  die  marriage  would  be  slightly 
over  7%  of  the  hoard. 
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Table  2 

1861-0  Half  Dollar  Die  Marriages  in  the  SS  Republic  Hoard 
Marriage  Obv/Rev   %  of  Total       Comments    Rarity  Rank 


W-01 

1  A 

1 .26 

Rare 

0 
0 

W-02 

1  B 

1.16 

Rare 

£. 

W-03 

1  c 

7.23 

Average 

Q 
0 

W-04 

2  C 

13.20 

Common 

1 0 

W-05 

2  D 

2.79 

Very  Scarce 

O 

W-06 

3  D 

r"  ~7~7 

5.77 

bcarce 

7 
1 

W-07 

4  D 

14.64 

Common 

15 

W-08 

4  B 

8.85 

Above  Average 

1 2 

W-09 

3  B 

8.76 

Above  Average 

1  1 

W- 10 

3  E 

0  /Id 

2.45 

Very  bcarce 

4 

W-11 

5E 

7.83 

Average 

9 

W-12 

5CSA 

0.00 

Four  Known 

1 

W-13 

6E 

14.40 

Common 

14 

W-14 

6F 

3.78 

Very  Scarce 

6 

W-15 

1  F 

7.88 

Average 

10 

Total 

100.00 

Table  2  does  not  divide  any  of  the  die  marriages  into  die  state  varieties.  However, 
due  to  special  interest  in  the  CSA  Obverse  variety,  a  breakdown  of  W-1 1  coins  by  die 
state  will  be  made.  It  was  found  that  84.5%  of  all  W-1 1  coins  attributed  in  the  hoard 
had  the  famous  die  crack  from  the  obverse  rim  to  the  bridge  of  Ms.  Liberty's  nose.  This 
equates  to  6.62%  of  the  hoard  coins  attributed  and  makes  this  die  state  variety  slightly 
more  scarce  than  average.  This  also  makes  W-1 1  coins  struck  before  the  appearance 
of  the  famous  die  crack  a  rare  die  state  variety  with  1 .21  %  of  the  hoard  coins.  For  W- 
1 1  coins  with  the  die  crack,  it  was  found  that  only  30%  of  them  had  the  tine  off  the  serif 
of  the  first  1  in  the  date,  indicating  that  they  were  struck  before  the  four  CSA  Reverse 
proof  coins.  This  means  that  W-1  la  coins  struck  after  the  four  CSA  Reverse  proof 
coins  make  up  4.63%  of  the  hoard  coins. 

The  die  marriage  descriptions  for  my  article  in  Issue  #94  also  made  die  state 
distinctions  for  marriages  W-01  and  W-04  at  the  point  where  the  dies  became 
clashed.  It  should  be  noted  that  51 .7%  of  all  W-04  coin  attributed  were  actually  W-04a 
coins  from  clashed  dies,  and  88.1  %  of  all  W-01  coins  attributed  were  actually  W-01  a 
coins  from  clashed  dies.  There  is  no  significance  attached  to  the  die  state  distinction 
for  W-04  coins  since  they  are  common  overall  and  slightly  below  average  in  either  die 
state.  However  W-01  is  a  rare  die  marriage  overall  and  extremely  rare  in  an  early  die 
state  before  the  dies  were  clashed.  Table  3  shows  the  die  state  rarity  for  the  three  die 
marriages  with  die  state  distinctions  as  defined  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal. 
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Table  3 

Die  State  Rarity  for  W-01 ,  W-04  and  W-1 1  Die  l\/Iarriages 


MarriagG  uie  btate 

%  of  Total 

M. 

Comments 

W-01 

0.15 

Extremely  Rare 

w-01  a 

1.11 

Rare 

W-04 

6.37 

Below  Average 

W-04a 

6.83 

Average 

W-11 

3.20 

Very  Scarce 

W-1  la 

4.63 

Scarce 

This  concludes  my  presentation  on  the  relative  rarity  for  the  die  marriages  of  1 861  - 
O  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars.  I  shall  now  attempt  to  answer  the  more  subjective 
question,  "Which  coining  authority  made  each  of  the  die  marriages  known  to 
exist  for  1861-0  half  dollars?"  The  emission  sequence  for  the  die  marriages 
presented  in  Issue  #94  and  the  distribution  of  the  die  marriages  from  the  SS  Republic 
hoard  presented  in  Table  2  are  both  key  elements  to  answering  this  question. 
However  there  are  some  historical  events  that  will  be  examined  before  this  question 
is  addressed. 

Historical  Events 
Regarding  the  Operation  of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  in  1861 

The  following  chronology  of  events  is  based  on  my  understanding  of  an  original 
article  by  Walter  Breen  that  was  published  in  the  April  1 951  issue  of  the  Numismatist 
entitled,  "Coinage  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1861."  I  do  not  have  first  hand 
knowledge  of  any  of  the  documents  that  Breen  referenced  in  his  article. 

December  1 0, 1 860.  Record  of  working  dies  for  the  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans 
for  the  year  1 861 ,  furnished  by  the  Engraver's  Department  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
The  record  shows  that  6  obverse  dies  for  half  dollars  were  among  a  total  of  38  working 
dies  shipped.  Receipt  of  these  dies  was  acknowledged  on  December  19,  1860. 

January  26, 1 861  through  January  31 , 1 861 .  A  committee  from  the  Secession 
Convention  visited  the  mint  to  audit  all  Government  property  and  to  receive  a  bond 
for  the  bullion  in  the  hands  of  mint  officers.  During  that  time,  all  of  the  1 860  dated  dies 
were  defaced  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  with  the  exception  of  the  Treasurer,  A. 
J.  Guirot. 

January  30,  1861.  Branch  Mint  Superintendent  Wm.  A.  Elmore  sent  his  final 
weekly  report  to  Director  of  the  Mint  James  Ross  Snowden  along  with  a  parcel  of 
assay  coins  for  the  month  of  January.  He  also  included  his  resignation  as  Superin- 
tendent with  his  final  report. 

January  31 , 1 861 .  Superintendent  Elmore  wrote  to  Director  Snowden  stating  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Secession  Convention,  acting  under  an  ordinance  passed  by 
the  Convention  had  at  9:30  that  morning  taken  possession  of  the  Mint  in  the  name 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Coinage  was  immediately  resumed  from  U.  S.  dies,  but  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  retained  the  same  officers  that  the  U.  S.  had  appointed. 

April  1861 .  A  transfer  to  the  Confederacy  proper  took  place. 


38 


April  1861 .  Using  a  newly  prepared  reverse  die  depicting  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  four  pattern  half  dollars  were  struck  on  a  screw  press.  These  four  pieces 
were  the  only  coins  produced  in  the  mint  that  were  not  made  from  U.S.  dies  and 
standards. 

April  30, 1 861 .  Coinage  operations  were  suspended  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  bullion,  as  stated  in  a  letter  written  by  chief  coiner  B.  F.  Taylor  in  April 
1879. 

May  18,1 861 .  A  final  settlement  was  made  and  a  remittance  sent  to  Philadelphia. 
About  this  time,  all  of  the  1 861  dies  with  the  exception  of  the  Confederate  reverse  die 
were  defaced  by  the  foreman  of  the  coiner's  department  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Bonzano,  Melter  and  Refiner  of  the  Branch  Mint. 

May  31 , 1 861 .  The  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans  was  formally  closed. 

June  1862.  Dr.  Bonzano,  who  had  been  appointed  special  agent  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury,  returned  to  New  Orleans  with  orders  to  take  charge  of  the  Mint  and  recover 
all  government  property.  There  are  a  number  of  lengthy  reports  from  Dr.  Bonzano  to 
the  Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  regarding  the  condition  of  the  building  and 
government  property  that  included  workbooks  and  records  of  coinage. 

1 887.  The  Director's  report  for  the  year  1 887  included  information  regarding  all  of 
the  coinage  executed  from  government  dies  at  New  Orleans  in  1861  by  the  various 
authorities.  It  is  assumed  that  this  breakdown  was  extracted  from  records  recovered 
by  Dr.  Bonzano  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  1862.  The  coinage  breakdown  is  as 
follows: 


The  Director's  report  included  a  comment  stating  that  the  coinage  executed  under 
the  rebellion  was  never  included  in  any  accounting  of  the  issues  of  the  United  States. 

Let  us  assume  that  the  half  dollar  totals  shown  in  the  Director's  Report  for  1 887  are 
correct  in  regard  to  the  number  of  pieces  coined  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  by  the 
Confederacy.  We  can  now  use  this  information  in  conjunction  with  the  population 
information  compiled  from  the  SS  Republic  hoard  to  determine  which  die  marriages 
are  associated  with  the  various  coining  authorities.  But  it  must  also  be  assumed  that 
the  hoard  recovered  from  the  SS  Republic  contained  die  marriages  in  the  same 
proportions  as  they  were  actually  coined. 

Table  4  applies  the  die  marriage  population  data  as  a  percent  of  total  from  Table 
2  to  the  published  total  quantity  of  2,532,633  coins  struck  for  the  1 861  -0  half  dollar, 
and  it  shows  how  the  die  marriages  would  be  divided  among  the  various  coining 
authorities  if  the  coinage  totals  presented  in  the  Director's  Report  of  1887  are 
accurate. 


Coining  Authority 

United  States 
State  of  Louisiana 
Confederacy 
Total 


Double  Eagles 


5,000 
9,750 
2,991 
17,741 


Half  Dollars 

330,000 
1 ,240,000 

962,633 
2,532,633 
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Table  4 

1861-0  Half  Dollar  Coinage  by  Die  Marriage  and  Coining  Authority 


MarriageObv/Rev 

Union 

Louisiana 

C.S.A. 

Total 

W-01 

1  A 

31 ,980 

- 

- 

31 ,980 

W-02 

1  B 

29,401 

- 

- 

29,401 

W-03 

1  0 

183,113 

- 

- 

183,113 

W-04 

2  C 

85,506 

248,741 

- 

334,247 

W-05 

2  D 

- 

70,666 

- 

70,666 

W-06 

3  D 

- 

146,232 

- 

146,232 

y\l-07 

4  D 

- 

370,868 

- 

370,868 

W-08 

4  B 

- 

224,120 

- 

224,120 

W-09 

3  B 

- 

179,373 

42,426 

221 ,799 

W-10 

3  E 

- 

- 

61 ,897 

61 ,897 

W-11 

5  E 

198,329 

198,329 

W-13 

6E 

364,679 

364,679 

W-14 

6F 

95,683 

95,683 

W-15 

1  F 

199,619 

199,619 

Total 

330,000 

1 ,240,000 

962,633 

2,532,633 

According  to  the  coinage  breakdown  shown  in  Table  4,  the  coining  authority 
shifted  between  the  Union  and  Louisiana  during  the  striking  of  die  marriage  W-04  and 
between  Louisiana  and  the  Confederacy  during  the  striking  of  die  marriage  W-09. 
However,  some  questions  have  been  raised  which  cast  doubt  about  whether  this  was 
actually  the  case. 

Table  5  takes  the  data  from  Table  4  and  presents  it  in  a  different  format.  Without 
regard  to  coining  authority.  Table  5  shows  the  coinage  totals  for  each  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  dies  using  the  data  in  Table  4.  The  coinage  totals  for  a  few  of  the  dies  used 
in  multiple  marriages  is  disturbingly  high.  In  particular,  the  totals  for  Obverse  4  and 
Reverse  E  are  extremely  high. 

Table  5 

1861-0  Half  Dollar  Coinage  Totals  for  each  Obverse  and  Reverse  Die 


Obv  Die 

Mintage 

Rev  Die 

Mintage 

Obv  1 

444,113 

Rev  A 

31,980 

Obv  2 

404,913 

Rev  B 

475,320 

Obv  3 

429,928 

Rev  C 

517,360 

Obv  4 

594,988 

Rev  D 

587,766 

Obv  5 

198,329 

Rev  E 

624,905 

Obv  6 

460,362 

Rev  F 

295,302 

Total 

2,532,633 

Total 

2,532,633 
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To  put  these  very  high  coinage  totals  in  perspective,  Table  6  shows  the  average 
coinage  per  die  totals  for  other  years  at  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint.  The  averages 
were  calculated  by  dividing  the  published  mintages  by  the  number  of  obverse  dies 
that  I  have  identified  for  each  year.  Low  mintage  years  of  less  than  one  million  coins 
are  not  shown  in  the  table,  nor  are  the  three  years  from  1 853  to  1 855  with  arrows  at 
the  date.  I  believe  that  the  arrows  caused  high  die  breakage  during  those  years.  All 
years  not  shown  had  a  low  average  coinage  per  die  between  57,000  and  147,000 
pieces. 

Table  6 

Average  Half  Dollar  Coinage  per  Die  at  New  Orleans  Mint 


Year 

Mintage 

Obverses 

Average 

1843 

2,268,000 

10 

226,800 

1844 

2,005,000 

10 

200,500 

1845 

2,094,000 

12 

174,500 

1846 

2,304,000 

9 

256,000 

1847 

2,584,000 

8 

323,000 

1848 

3,180,000 

12 

265,000 

1849 

2,310,000 

11 

210,000 

1850 

2,456,000 

11 

223,273 

1856 

2,658,000 

12 

221,500 

1858 

7,294,000 

24 

303,917 

1859 

2,834,000 

13 

218,000 

1860 

1 ,290,000 

7 

184,286 

1861 

2,532,633 

6 

422,106 

Total 

35,809,633 

145 

246,963 

The  average  coinage  per  die  for  1 861  -O  half  dollars  is  an  incredible  422, 1 06  coins. 
This  figure  is  about  175,000  above  average  for  all  years  shown  and  nearly  100,000 
more  than  the  next  closest  year  of  1 847.  This  was  the  year  where  many  1 847-0  half 
dollars  look  like  they  came  from  dies  polished  and  worn  to  destruction.  It  should  be 
noted  that  1 860-O  half  dollars  had  an  average  coinage  per  die  of  1 84,286  pieces  that 
is  well  below  average.  In  my  opinion  the  average  coinage  per  die  numbers  shown  in 
Table  6  suggest  that  many  of  the  330,000  half  dollars  delivered  from  the  Coiner  to  the 
Treasurer  on  January  30,  1861  were  actually  dated  1860.  This  concept  is  not  as 
radical  as  it  may  first  appear.  We  know  from  the  historical  record  that  the  dies  dated 
1860  were  cancelled  by  heating  them  and  cutting  an  "X"  across  their  face  between 
January  26, 1 861  and  the  end  of  the  month.  Compared  to  other  years  at  New  Orleans, 
this  cancellation  of  dies  was  premature,  most  likely  because  of  the  impending  transfer 
of  authority  to  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Forexample,  I  have  found  records  in  the  National 
Archives  showing  that  dies  dated  1839  were  cancelled  in  February  1840,  and  dies 
dated  1 840  were  cancelled  in  February  1 841 .  In  February  1 842  the  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  wrote  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  and 
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asked  permission  to  use  Inis  dies  dated  1841  since  his  only  half  dollar  obverse  die 
dated  1842  had  broken.  Permission  was  granted  with  a  comment  that  the  only 
concern  of  the  Mother  Mint  was  that  no  coins  be  released  to  the  public  bearing  a  date 
later  than  the  actual  date.  Dies  dated  1841  were  not  cancelled  until  April  1842. 
Likewise,  dies  dated  1 843  and  later  were  not  cancelled  until  at  least  April  of  the  year 
following  their  issue.  It  is  important  for  modern  collectors  to  realize  that  different 
priorities  were  in  place  at  the  mints  in  the  mid  1 800s.  They  were  very  concerned  about 
the  dollar  amount  of  the  coins  being  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  but  not  so  much  about  the  dates  on  the  coins  that  had  been  collected  for 
delivery. 

If  it  is  assumed  that  all  of  the  330,000  coins  delivered  by  the  Union  at  the  end  of 
January  1 861  were  actually  dated  1 860,  then  the  total  coinage  for  1 861  -O  half  dollars 
from  all  1 861  dated  dies  would  be  2,532,633  -  330,000  =  2,202,633  coins.  This  shift 
of  coinage  from  1 861  to  1 860  would  change  the  average  coinage  per  die  in  Table  6 
for  these  two  years.  The  revised  averages  would  be  231,428  coins  for  1860  and 
367,1 06  coins  for  1 861 ,  pulling  both  of  these  numbers  closer  to  the  average  for  all 
dies. 

Under  this  scenario,  none  of  the  1 4  die  marriages  for  the  1 861  -0  half  dollar  can  be 
attributed  to  the  Union.  The  W-01  through  W-08  die  marriages  and  part  of  the  W-09 
die  marriage  would  make  up  the  1 ,240,000  coins  attributed  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
while  the  remaining  W-09  coins  and  the  W-10  through  W-15  die  marriages  would 
make  up  the  962,633  coins  attributed  to  the  Confederacy.  However,  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  realistic  to  conclude  that  none  of  the  1 861  -0  half  dollars  were  coined  under 
Union  authority.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  existence  of  what  I  shall  call  Branch 
Mint  Proofs. 

My  understanding  of  the  term  Proof  is  that  it  describes  a  "process  of  manufacture" 
for  making  a  coin  rather  than  a  "condition  or  grade"  for  a  coin.  That  process  involves 
two  impressions  from  polished  dies  on  a  polished  planchet  using  a  manual  screw 
press  rather  than  an  automated  steam  driven  press.  The  extra  impression  usually 
resulted  in  a  partial  wire  rim  raised  around  the  edge  of  the  coin,  and  the  special 
handling  from  this  manual  process  also  prevented  it  from  being  scuffed  through 
contact  with  other  coins.  A  program  was  implemented  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia 
around  1 858  to  produce  proof  coins  in  bulk  quantities  for  sale  to  the  general  public. 
Prior  to  this,  proofs  were  struck  on  a  demand  basis  for  individuals  visiting  the  Mint  or 
for  special  occasions. 

The  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  had  no  official  duty  to  manufacture  proof  coins,  but 
in  my  opinion  they  most  likely  struck  a  few  coins  each  year  using  the  proof  process 
described  above  starting  with  their  first  year  of  operation  when  20  proof  1 838-0  half 
dollars  were  struck.  I  have  found  at  least  one  set  of  New  Orleans  mint  dies  for  most 
years  between  1840  and  1861  that  I  believe  were  used  to  make  proof  coins.  It  is  not 
realistic  to  think  that  a  southern  collector  would  travel  to  Philadelphia  each  year  to 
have  a  proof  coin  made  when  a  similar  specimen  could  be  manufactured  in  New 
Orleans  for  a  few  dollars.  Southern  pride  might  actually  have  led  some  collectors  to 
believe  that  a  coin  with  a  New  Orleans  mintmark  was  superior  to  a  Philadelphia  coin. 
The  problem  with  the  so-called  "branch  mint  proof"  coins  is  thatthe  dies  used  to  make 
them  were  not  exclusive.  That  is,  the  same  dies  were  also  used  to  produce  business 
strikes  during  the  same  year.  Therefore,  when  you  find  a  proof-like  coin,  it  is  very 
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difficult  to  determine  if  it  was  made  using  a  proof  manufacturing  process  or  if  it  is  a 
rare  early  business  strike  from  freshly  polished  dies. 

If  my  suspicions  are  correct  about  a  few  proof  half  dollars  being  struck  each  year 
atthe  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint,  then  those  struck  with  the  1 861  date  were  most  likely 
made  from  die  marriage  W-01  in  its  earliest  die  state.  As  it  turns  out,  the  DuPont  coin 
in  Proof-60  that  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  1 954  and  the  James  Stack  coin  in  Proof-63  that 
was  sold  by  Stack's  in  1 975  both  appear  to  be  examples  of  W-01  in  an  early  die  state. 
I  have  not  examined  either  of  these  coins,  but  I  have  studied  the  plates  of  these  coins 
in  their  original  auction  catalogues  and  higher  quality  plates  in  subsequent  auctions 
in  which  they  were  pedigreed.  The  key  characteristic  that  identifies  these  pieces  as 
W-01  coins  is  the  smooth  area  in  the  wing  feathers  illustrated  in  Issue  #94  and  the 
absence  of  any  die  clashes. 


1861-0  Proof  Half  Dollar,  James  Stack  Specimen 
Recently  Sold  by  Stack's  in  the  Byers  Sale  during  October  2006 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  W-01  is  a  different  die  marriage  than  the  one  identified 
by  M.  L.  Beistle  as  a  proof  in  his  book  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  that  was 
first  published  in  1 929.  This  classic  reference  is  greatly  admired  as  the  first  and  only 
reference  book  on  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  prior  to  1993.  In  Beistle's  listing  of  die 
marriages  for  1861-0  coins,  his  marriage  "2  0"  was  identified  as  a  Proof,  but  his 
description  was  very  vague,  "Same  as  No.  2.  Rev.  0.  Same  as  letter  C."  Further 
investigation  of  other  die  marriages  reveals  an  expanded  description  for  marriage  "2 
0".  Obverse  2  in  marriage  2  A  is  described  as  "One  faint  and  one  disconnected  line 
of  drapery  is  at  the  elbow,  and  the  foot  partially  supported."  Reverse  0  in  marriage 
4  0  is  described  as  "High  mint  mark  O,  and  about  in  the  same  position  as  on  letter 
A.  The  tip  of  feather  is  much  smaller  than  on  letter  A,  otherwise  very  much  the  same." 
Luckily,  Beistle's  description  of  his  Reverse  A  clearly  identified  it  as  a  "Speared  Olive 
Bud"  reverse,  and  I  determined  that  Beistle  1  A  is  the  "no  drapery"  die  state  of  W-1 5. 
Beistle  2  A  is  the  "partial  drapery"  die  state  of  W-1 5,  and  Beistle  2  C  is  the  same  as 
my  die  marriage  W-03.  Supposedly,  the  proof  coin  examined  by  Beistle  was  from  the 
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famous  Col.  E.  H.  R.  Green  collection,  a  coin  since  untraced  but  mentioned  in  Walter 
Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Proof  Coins  that  was  published  in  1977. 
In  his  Section  XIII  entitled  Branch  Mint  Proofs,  Breen  lists  6  possible  examples  for 
1 861  -O  half  dollars.  His  paragraph  from  the  encyclopedia  is  presented  below  but  two 
errors  in  the  auction  lot  numbers  have  been  corrected. 

1861-0  Half  Dollar.  Beistle2-C.  (1)  Mass.  Hist.  Society,  S  3/73:608,  $3000.  (2) 
J.  A.  Stack  estates:494,  $3400.  (3)  Ex  V.L.  Arrington  ca.  1956.  (4)  One  I  formerly 
owned,  possibly  same  as  (3).  (5)  DuPont:2168.  (6)  R.E.  Cox:  1963,  possibly  same 
as  (3)  or  (4).  One  of  these,  possibly  (2)  or  (3),  is  believed  to  have  been  Col.  Green's, 
the  only  one  known  to  Beistle.  All  are  of  similar  quality  to  Philadelphia  proofs,  even 
to  knife-rims. 

Table  7  is  a  list  of  auction  records  for  1 861  -O  half  dollars  that  were  cataloged  as 
proof  or  possible  proof.  All  lots  were  plated  except  No.  2  and  No.  6  which  had  the 
same  description  as  No.  5  and  was  most  likely  the  same  coin. 


Table  7 

Auction  Records  for  1861-0  Proof  Half  Dollars 


Nn 

F-irm 
III  III 

Sale 

Lot 

1     1  Iww 

Pedigree  Wiley 

1 

1  Ck^A 

OldOK  b 

Hi  iPnnt 
L'Ur  Ui  11 

C.  \  DO 

W-01 

o 

c. 

1  QAO 
1  ^Kic. 

oldCK  b 

1  i7DO 

1  1  VJ 

3 

1973 

Stack's 

MAH.S. 

608 

3000 

W-04 

4 

1975 

Stack's 

J.  Stack 

494 

3400 

W-01 

5 

1975 

Pine  Tree 

Hirt 

653 

425 

W-02 

6 

1976 

Pine  Tree 

Brown 

289 

260 

7 

1976 

Stack's 

Mills 

345 

2800 

DuPont 

W-01 

8 

1977 

Kagin's 

A.N.A. 

1552 

1900 

W-15 

9 

1981 

RARCOA 

A-'81 

139 

2800 

W-04 

10 

1982 

RARCOA 

A-'82 

765 

1000 

A-'81 

W-04 

11 

1983 

Kagin's 

NASC 

3861 

2500 

W-04 

12 

1984 

Krueger 

A.N.A. 

1811 

2200 

A-'82 

W-04 

13 

1985 

Williams 

Spring 

193 

2900 

W-04 

14 

1987 

Stack's 

A-'87 

805 

4620 

J.  Stack 

W-01 

15 

1988 

Heritage 

Fall 

751 

1760 

DuPont 

W-01 

16 

1988 

Heritage 

D.E.A. 

615 

950 

17 

1990 

B&M 

Boyd 

2398 

2860 

W-01 

18 

2001 

Stack's 

N.  D. 

395 

3680 

W-03 

19 

2002 

E.A.H. 

June 

1146 

17,250 

DuPont 

W-01 

20 

2002 

Superior 

A.N.A. 

988 

1840 

W-03 

21 

2006 

Stack's 

Byers 

1201 

17,250 

J.  Stack 

W-01 

I  have  not  examined  any  of  the  coins  in  Table  7  except  for  No.  1 8,  which  is  currently 
owned  by  Dick  Osburn.  I  attributed  the  Osburn  coin  as  a  late  die  state  of  my  die 
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marriage  W-03.  The  Osburn  coin  was  accompanied  by  a  hand  written  note  dated  24 
February  1965  that  was  signed  by  Walter  Breen  on  his  Institute  of  Numismatic 
Auttienticators  stationary.  The  note  stated,  "This  piece  is  an  1861-0  half  dollar  from 
the  Beistle  2-C  dies.  This  is  the  variety  from  brilliantly  polished  dies  on  a  polished 
planchet,  of  which  Beistle  called  the  Colonel  Green  specimen  a  "Proof".  Besides  the 
Green  coin,  the  former  V.  L.  Arrington  specimen  (over  1 2  years  ago)  and  the  present 
coin,  I  have  encountered  no  other  1 861  -O  halves  with  nearly  the  same  claims  to  proof 
status.  My  hesitation  in  calling  it  an  actual  branch  mint  proof  stems  entirely  from  lack 
of  documentation  of  any  proof  mintage  in  New  Orleans  in  1861  aside  from  the  four 
Confederate  proofs". 

Item  No.  1 3  in  Table  7,  the  Williams  Gallery  coin,  was  also  accompanied  by  a  Breen 
note  stating,  "This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  the  accompanying  coin  and  that  I 
unhesitantly  declare  it  a  genuine  Proof  1861-0  Half  Dollar.  The  coin  was  given  two 
blows  from  polished  dies  onto  a  polished  planchet,  similar  to  other  recorded 
specimens  from  these  dies.  This  is  the  repolished  Beistle  C  reverse,  like  other  Proofs 
examined  to  date  (five  in  all),  identified  by  the  undersized  feather  tip  near  the 
mintmark.  The  location  of  knife-rim  on  upper  obverse  is  as  on  other  1861-0  Proofs, 
indication  that  this  piece  was  struck  on  the  same  occasion,  seconds  or  minutes 
away."  The  auction  description  says  that  the  coin  was  unknown  to  the  collecting 
fraternity  before  1 982  and  that  it  will  be  the  photo  coin  in  the  revised  edition  of  Walter 
Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  1 722-1 977.  To  my 
knowledge,  the  photo  has  not  been  used  in  any  revised  encyclopedia.  However,  the 
auction  plate  (obverse  only)  does  match  the  plate  in  the  Kagin's  January  1983  sale 
of  Item  No.  1 1  that  has  better  quality  plates  of  both  obverse  and  reverse.  My  analysis 
of  the  photos  in  these  catalogs  leads  me  to  believe  that  this  coin  was  struck  from  dies 
consistent  with  the  earliest  die  state  of  my  die  marriage  W-04. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  W-03  and  W-04  die  marriages  both  come  from  the  same 
reverse  die  that  is  identifiable  by  a  die  crack  along  the  top  of  TAT  and  a  reduced 
feather  tip.  The  W-04  obverse  die  has  a  strong  full  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow  and  a 
date  that  noticeably  slants  up,  whereas  the  W-03  obverse  has  a  weak  partial  drapery 
and  a  date  that  looks  level. 

It  is  disturbing  to  me  that  Breen  talks  about  1861-0  proof  half  dollars  in  his 
encyclopedia  and  in  his  various  letters  of  authentication  like  all  of  the  credible 
examples  he  has  examined  are  from  the  same  Beistle  2-C  die  marriage  when  it  is  clear 
to  me  that  his  list  includes  examples  from  the  W-01 ,  W-03  and  W-04  die  marriages. 

I  included  a  column  in  Table  7  labeled  Wiley  in  which  I  show  my  best  guess 
regarding  die  marriage  based  on  a  photo  analysis  of  the  plates  in  the  catalogues.  The 
B  &  M  photo  of  Item  No.  1 7  seems  to  match  the  A-'87  photo  of  Item  No.  1 4  indicating 
that  it  may  be  the  James  Stack  coin.  The  Heritage  D.E.A.  photo  of  Item  No.  16  was 
definitely  different  from  the  DuPont  coin  plated  in  the  Heritage  Fall  Long  Beach 
Auction  as  Item  No.  1 5,  but  since  it  was  an  obverse  plate  only,  I  was  not  able  to  identify 
its  die  marriage.  Item  No.  19  was  auctioned  by  Early  American  History  and  is  the 
DuPont  coin  that  was  previously  listed  as  No.  1 5.  Item  No.  20  is  the  same  coin  listed 
as  No.  18  with  the  Breen  documentation  from  1965  except  that  it  has  now  been 
graded  by  NGC  as  Mint  State  63.  This  coin  was  purchased  by  Dick  Osburn  in  a 
private  transaction  some  time  after  the  Superior  auction  in  2002.  Item  No.  21  is  the 
latest  appearance  of  the  James  Stack  coin  which  was  acquired  by  George  Byers  in 
a  private  transaction  with  Steve  Estes  in  1990.  It  came  with  a  letter  of  authentication 
from  Walter  Breen  that  was  dated  October  1 1 , 1990.  The  auction  description  in  the 
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Byers  sale  indicates  that  this  proof  was  "struck  by  the  Confederacy  in  March  1 861 ". 
My  research  indicates  othenA/ise!  The  very  fine  enlarged  color  plates  for  this  coin 
indicate  that  it  is  an  early  strike  from  die  marriage  W-01  with  the  Tine  1  on  the  obverse, 
lapped  wing  feathers  on  the  reverse  and  no  clash  marks  on  either  die.  As  such,  I 
believe  that  it  was  struck  under  Union  authority  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  emission 
sequence  for  1861-0  half  dollars. 

Kagin's  1977  ANA  coin  in  Item  No.  8  had  a  Breen  note  listing  four  auction 
appearances  for  proof  coins  that  were  the  same  as  the  first  four  Item  numbers  listed 
in  Table  7  with  a  statement,  "The  above  specimens  are  apparently  from  different  dies 
from  the  present  coin."  I  can't  be  sure  from  the  photo,  but  I  think  the  coin  plated  in 
that  sale  was  the  same  as  my  die  marriage  W-1 5.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  coin  from 
the  1 975  Pine  Tree  Hirt  sale  in  Item  No. 5  was  not  included  in  Breen's  note  for  the  1 977 
ANA  sale,  and  Breen  was  credited  as  "having  overall  supervision"  for  the  Pine  Tree 
sales.  The  price  realized  from  the  Hirt  sale  was  only  $425,  and  the  price  realized 
dropped  to  $260  for  the  Brown  sale  6  months  later.  I  wonder  if  this  coin  was  the  "(4) 
one  I  formerly  owned"  listed  in  Breen's  1977  encyclopedia.  If  so,  the  price  realized 
does  not  seem  to  indicate  that  it  was  a  proof  coin. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  coin  in  Item  No.  3  was  purchased  from  that 
sale  in  1973  by  Julian  Leidman  for  an  incredible  $3000.  Leidman  told  me  that  he 
vaguely  remembers  selling  that  coin  to  Lester  Merkin,  who  placed  it  in  a  private 
collection  that  also  contains  one  of  the  four  known  Confederate  proofs.  I  believe  that 
it  remains  there  to  this  day.  The  plate  from  that  sale  appears  to  indicate  that  the  coin 
was  from  die  marriage  W-04,  and  the  toning  in  the  plate  was  definitely  different  from 
the  other  two  W-04  coins  auctioned  later  in  Item  Nos.  9, 1 0  &  1 2  and  in  Item  Nos.  1 1 
&  13.  I  would  be  very  interested  in  examining  that  coin  if  it  were  auctioned  today. 

In  summary,  it  appears  that  1 861  -O  half  dollars  auctioned  as  proofs  over  the  past 
30-1-  years  come  from  at  least  three  different  die  marriages.  Those  from  the  W-01  die 
marriage  were  struck  by  the  Union  for  traditional  reasons  and  include  the  DuPont 
specimen  and  the  James  Stack  specimen.  Those  from  the  W-03  die  marriage  include 
the  Col.  Green  coin  observed  by  Beistle  and  the  Osburn  coin  plated  by  Stack's  in  their 
2001  sale.  The  Osburn  coin  is  the  only  piece  previously  mentioned  that  I  have  actually 
examined.  I  thought  it  had  excellent  mirror  surfaces  indicative  of  a  proof  planchet  and 
polished  dies,  but  the  strike  was  not  as  strong  as  I  would  expect  from  a  proof  strike 
with  multiple  blows.  The  W-03  proof  coins  could  have  been  struck  at  the  end  of  Union 
control,  but  I  believe  they  were  among  the  first  coins  struck  by  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  celebration  of  Secession.  The  proof  appearance  of  these  coins  was  somewhat 
limited  due  to  a  worn  obverse  die.  Using  a  new  obverse  die,  the  W-04  proofs  were 
almost  certainly  coined  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  celebration  Secession.  Notable 
examples  of  W-04  proof  coins  include  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  coin,  the 
Williams  Gallery  coin  and  the  Krueger/RARCOA  coin. 

The  significance  of  the  so-called  1 861  -0  Proof  half  dollars  is  that  their  die  marriage 
designations  provide  some  insight  into  coining  activities  at  the  New  Orleans  Branch 
Mint  in  1 861 . 1  believe  that  dies  dated  1 860  were  used  for  most  of  January  1 861  and 
account  for  most  of  the  330,000  half  dollars  delivered  from  the  coiner  to  the  Treasurer 
at  the  end  of  January.  During  the  last  few  days  of  January  new  over-polished  dies 
dated  1861  for  die  marriage  W-01  were  used  to  strike  a  few  traditional  proof  coins 
before  resuming  regular  coinage.  The  dies  for  the  W-01  marriage  were  clashed 
creating  the  W-01  a  marriage  rendering  Reverse  A  unusable.  Using  a  new  Reverse  B, 
I  believe  that  a  few  thousand  W-02  coins  were  struck  to  round  out  the  delivery  at  the  end 
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of  the  month.  Most  normal  deliveries  ended  in  a  round  number  since  assay  coins  were 
typically  selected  at  a  rate  of  one  half  dollar  for  every  10,000  coins  struck.  Coincident 
with  the  end  of  January,  dies  dated  1 860  were  cancelled  and  a  normal  monthly  report 
plus  assay  coins  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  along  with  the  Superintendent's  resignation. 
The  next  day  coinage  resumed  at  New  Orleans  with  all  of  the  same  officers  in  identical 
positions  as  previously  held  exceptthe  coining  authority  was  now  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  secession.  I  believe  that  coinage  resumed  using  die  marriage  W-03,  and  late  in  its 
life  a  few  proof  celebration  strikes  were  made.  Perhaps  unhappy  with  the  proof  strikes 
from  the  worn  W-03  obverse,  a  new  obverse  was  installed  in  the  press,  and  a  few 
additional  proof  W-04  celebration  strikes  were  made. 

I  can  find  no  good  reason  for  the  early  retirement  of  Reverse  B  after  the  striking  of 
die  marriage  W-02  except  for  the  transfer  in  coining  authority  from  the  Union  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  Over  90%  of  the  total  coinage  from  Reverse  B  resulted  from  marriages  W- 
08  and  W-09  that  were  struck  near  the  end  of  control  by  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Likewise, 
I  can  find  no  good  reason  to  replace  Obverse  1  while  striking  marriage  W-03  except  to 
produce  a  sharper  proof  from  a  new  Obverse  2  while  striking  marriage  W-04.  As  it  turns 
out,  nearly  50%  of  the  total  coinage  from  Obverse  1  would  eventually  come  from  the 
striking  of  marriage  W-1 5  during  the  final  days  before  the  mint  closed. 

Table  8  uses  the  same  procedure  as  defined  for  Table  4  to  estimate  total  coinage 
by  die  marriage  and  coining  authority  except  that  it  has  been  modified  to  reflect 
275,000  coins  dated  1 860  as  part  of  the  initial  delivery  in  January  1 861 .  None  of  the 
die  marriages  have  their  coinage  split  between  two  coining  authorities  reflecting  my 
opinion  that  a  new  die  marriage  was  introduced  with  each  change  in  coining 
authority.  The  resulting  coinage  totals  are  then  compared  to  the  mintage  quantity 
allocated  to  each  coining  authority  in  the  Director  of  the  Mint  Report  for  1887. 

Table  8 

1861-0  Half  Dollar  Coinage  by  Die  Marriage  and  Revised  Coining  Authority 


Marriage  Obv/Rev 

Union 

Louisiana 

C.S.A. 

Total 

W-01 

1  A 

28,508 

28,508 

W-02 

1  B 

26,209 

26,209 

W-03 

1  0 

163,230 

163,230 

W-04 

20 

297,952 

297,952 

W-05 

2D 

62,993 

62,993 

W-06 

3D 

130,354 

130,354 

W-07 

4D 

330,598 

330,598 

W-08 

4B 

199,785 

199,785 

W-09 

3B 

197,715 

197,715 

W-10 

3E 

55,176 

55,176 

W-11 

5E 

176,794 

176,794 

W-1 3 

6E 

325,081 

325,081 

W-1 4 

6F 

85,294 

85,294 

W-1 5 

1  F 

177,944 

177,944 

Subtotal 

54,717 

1,184,912 

1,018,004 

2,257,633 

1860-O 

275,000 

275,000 

Total 

329,717 

1,184,912 

1,018,004 

2,532,633 

Reference 

330,000 

1 ,240,000 

962,633 

2,532,633 

Variance 

-283 

-55,088 

55,371 

0 
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Using  this  procedure,  Table  8  indicates  an  excess  of  about  55,000  coins  have  been 
attributed  to  the  C.S.A.  than  indicated  in  the  Director's  report  for  1 887. 1  emphasize 
that  the  total  amount  of  rebel  coinage  and  the  coinage  split  between  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  the  C.S.A.  were  reconstructed  by  the  Director  from  workbooks  and 
records  of  coinage  fonA/arded  to  him  by  Dr.  Bonzano  more  than  a  year  after  the  branch 
mint  was  closed.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  some  errors  may  have  been 
made  in  compiling  the  coinage  totals.  In  fact,  based  on  the  excessive  coinage  per  die 
figures  seen  in  Table  5,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suspect  that  the  Director's  figures 
for  rebel  coinage  could  be  too  high.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to  examine  these 
records  if  they  have  survived. 

Another  explanation  for  the  55,000  variance  in  Table  8  comes  from  a  closer  look 
at  the  data  used  to  compute  the  coinage  totals  for  the  various  die  marriages.  The 
coinage  totals  were  computed  based  on  the  percentage  of  each  die  marriage  found 
in  coins  salvaged  from  the  SS  Republic,  and  it  was  assumed  that  the  hoard  contained 
die  marriages  in  the  same  proportions  as  were  actually  coined.  In  fact,  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  that  this  was  not  actually  the  case.  Certainly,  some  variance  occurred  as 
the  coins  were  moved  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York  to  the  shipwreck  site  off  the 
Georgia  coast  to  the  vaults  of  NGC.  Since  the  C.S.A.  marriages  were  the  last  to  be 
used  for  coinage,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  coins  from  these  marriages  might 
have  existed  aboard  the  SS  Republic  in  a  higher  concentration  than  coins  from  die 
marriages  earlier  in  the  emission  sequence. 

One  final  observation  regarding  the  SS  Republic  hoard  is  appropriate  at  this  time. 
The  vast  majority  of  half  dollars  in  the  hoard  were  New  Orleans  Mint  coins  dated 
between  1 853  and  1 861 .  Considerably  fewer  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  and  very  few 
San  Francisco  Mint  coins  were  recovered.  The  concentration  of  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  in  this  hoard  gives  it  a  distinct  Confederate  flavor.  A  second  great  hoard  of  half 
dollars  from  this  era  is  the  Guatemala  hoard  that  was  described  by  Walter  Breen  in 
his  encyclopedia.  This  immense  hoard  contained  many  thousands  of  Philadelphia 
Mint  coins  dated  between  1859  and  1865  and  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  dated 
between  1 860  and  1 865.  Since  there  were  no  later  date  coins  in  the  hoard  it  was  most 
likely  buried  about  1 865  and  reflects  massive  wartime  shipments  of  coins  as  bullion 
duhng  the  Civil  War.  The  concentration  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  Mint  coins 
in  the  Guatemala  hoard  gives  it  a  distinct  Union  flavor.  There  is  no  mention  of  New 
Orleans  Mint  coins  in  this  hoard.  I  find  it  amazing  that  the  two  greatest  hoards  of 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  trace  their  existence  back  to  the  same  year  of  1865  just 
after  the  Civil  War. 

Conclusions 

The  exact  allocation  for  each  die  marriage  of  1861-0  half  dollars  to  a  specific 
coining  authority  remains  subjective.  However,  based  on  my  analysis  of  the  data 
presented  in  this  article,  I  propose  the  following  allocation  as  the  most  likely: 

United  States:         W-01  and  W-02 

State  of  Louisiana:  W-03,  W-04,  W-05,  W-06,  W-07  and  W-08 

C.  S.  A.:  W-09,  W-1 0,  W-1 1 ,  W-1 2,  W-1 3,  W-1 4  and  W-1 5 
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Among  the  above  allocations,  I  regard  W-03  and  W-09  as  the  most  questionable. 
If  I  were  to  change  the  allocations  at  all,  W-03  would  be  allocated  to  the  United  States, 
and  if  this  were  the  case,  W-09  would  need  to  be  allocated  to  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Based  on  the  percentage  of  each  die  marriage  contained  in  the  SS  Republic 
hoard,  die  marriages  W-01  and  W-02  are  rare  and  die  marriages  W-05,  W-1 0  and  W- 
14  are  very  scarce.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  five  die  marriages  as  well  as  W-06 
and  W-08  were  not  included  in  the  book  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  by  M. 
L.  Beistle.  The  availability  of  W-1 1  coins  with  the  CSA  Obverse  die  crack  was  slightly 
less  than  average,  indicating  that  the  price  premium  for  this  variety  stems  more  from 
demand  than  rarity. 

The  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  had  no  official  duty  to  manufacture  proof  coins,  but 
in  my  opinion,  a  few  specimen  strikes  were  made  each  year  on  demand  much  the 
same  as  was  done  in  Philadelphia  prior  to  1 858.  It  appears  that  a  few  early  strikes  from 
die  marriage  W-01  could  be  described  as  Union  proofs  or  specimen  strikes  for  the 
1 861  -O  half  dollar.  Likewise,  it  appears  that  a  few  late  strikes  from  die  marriage  W- 
03  and  a  few  early  strikes  from  die  marriage  W-04  could  also  be  considered  as  proofs 
or  specimen  strikes.  I  believe  the  occasion  for  striking  these  later  celebration  strikes 
was  the  secession  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  from  the  Union. 

Table  7  lists  21  auction  records  for  so-called  1861-0  proof  half  dollars.  Approxi- 
mately 1 0  different  coins  are  described  in  those  auctions,  and  maybe  6  or  7  of  these 
pieces  have  some  claim  to  being  classified  as  proofs  or  specimen  strikes.  To  date, 
I  have  only  examined  and  confirmed  attribution  for  one  of  those  coins,  specifically 
Item  No.  1 8  currently  owned  by  Dick  Osburn.  Collectors  owning  coins  believed  to  be 
1 861  -O  proof  half  dollars  are  invited  to  write  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  442,  Clifton  VA  201 24 
or  to  email  me  at  jrhome@erols.com.  I  would  be  happy  to  help  attribute  your  coins. 
Hopefully,  all  future  auction  descriptions  for  1861-0  proof  coins  will  include  a  die 
marriage  designation. 

One  final  question  that  deserves  attention  is  as  follows:  "How  did  all  of  those  New 
Orleans  half  dollars  get  to  New  York  and  become  part  of  the  cargo  for  the  SS  Republic 
in  1 865?"  It  appears  that  during  the  first  four  months  of  1 861 ,  all  of  the  gold  and  silver 
bullion  that  the  Confederacy  could  amass  was  coined  into  double  eagles  and  half 
dollars  to  facilitate  any  financial  transactions  the  Confederacy  might  want  to  conduct. 
Breen  indicated  in  his  April  1951  article  in  the  Numismatist  that  after  the  Mint  was 
closed  in  May  1861 ,  all  of  the  bullion  was  transferred  to  A.J.  Guirot  as  Confederate 
States  Assistant  Treasurer.  It  is  likely  that  Guirot  was  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  transporting  the  bullion  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  the  Capitol  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Some  time  near  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  the  bullion  coins  were  probably 
captured  by  the  Union  army  and  moved  to  a  northern  location.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  disposition  process  was  for  captured  assets  of  the  Confederacy.  If  anyone  knows 
how  the  SS  Republic  hoard  of  half  dollars  became  cargo  on  a  ship  voyage  originating 
at  the  port  of  New  York,  I  am  sure  that  a  future  article  on  the  subject  would  be  well 
received  by  club  members. 
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Found  on  the  SS  Republic  Shipwreck 
^  All  14  1861-0  Die  Marriages!  A 


1                V  j 

The  1861-0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  is 
unique  among  all  American  silver  coins,  having 
been  struck  under  the  flags  of  three  different 
governments:  the  United  States,  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  finally,  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  (CSA).  The  recovery  of  a  cache  of 
these  1861-Os  from  the  SS  shipwreck 
gives  collectors  an  unprecedented  opportunity. 

After  extensive  study  and  review.  Numismatic 
Guaranty  Corporation  has  certified  the 
SS  Republic  1861-0  halves  by  individual 
die  marriage  -  allowing  attribution  to  each 
issuing  authority. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  ever,  complete  l4-coin 
sets  -  containing  NGC  certified  coins  from  each 
die  marriage  used  by  the  United  States,  State  of 
Louisiana  and  the  CSA  (excluding  the  W-12  CSA  reverse)  are  available  to  discerning 
collectors.  Three-coin  sets,  which  include  an  1861-0  from  each  issuing  government, 
and  individual  State  of  Louisiana  and  CSA  1861-0  halves  are  also  available. 


1               <  1 

QUANTITIES  LIMITED  -  CALL  NOW 


•1861-0  3-Coin  Three  Government  Matching  Date  Set:  1861-0  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dollars  minted  by  the  United  States,  the  State  o[  Louisiana  and  the  CSA.  Starting  from 
$6,940  (higher  grades  available,  please  inquire) 

•1861-0  l4-Coin  Three  Government  Complete  Set: 

Collection  includes  every  die  pairing  issued  by  the  United 
States,  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  CSA.  Maximum  49 
sets  available.  Starting  from  $26,840  (higher  grades 
available,  please  inquire) 

•Individual  State  of  Louisiana  and  CSA  1861-Os  are  also 
available  starting  at  $1 ,495. 


ODYSSEY 

MARINE  EXPLORATION 

www.shipwreck.net 


1-800-973-3058 

Mention  Code  GJAOl  when  you  call 
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E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  Wins  Award 


LSCC  has  been  informed  that  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  has  received  a  First  Place 
Award  as  the  2006  Outstanding  Electronic  Numismatic  Publication  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  The  certificate  for  this  award  has  been  sent  to  Bill  Bugert  as 
editor  of  the  newsletter.  A  letter  that  was  included  with  the  announcement  of  this 
award  provides  some  details  on  its  presentation  as  follows: 

It  is  my  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  E-Gobrecht  newsletter,  published  by 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  has  been  selected  by  a  panel  of  judges  to  receive 
the  first  place  Outstanding  Electronic  Club  Publication  Award.  This  award  will  be 
presented  during  the  115"^  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  in  Denver,  Colorado  at  the  ANA  Representative  Program  Breakfast  on 
Saturday,  August  19,  2006  at  the  Colorado  Convention  Center. 

Congratulations! 

Kindest  Regards, 

Marilyn  Reback 
Senior  Editor  of  the  Numismatist 

Bill  Bugert  has  e-mailed  20  issues  of  the  E-Gobrecht  electronic  newsletter  to 
subscribers  since  its  introduction  in  January  2005.  The  newsletter  has  become  a 
popular  way  for  club  members  to  share  information  on  recent  discoveries,  to  learn 
about  interesting  Seated  coins  that  have  appeared  at  auction  and  to  obtain  informa- 
tion on  important  collections  of  Seated  coinage.  A  number  of  research  projects 
related  to  Seated  coinage  have  also  been  discussed  in  the  newsletter  during  the  past 
two  years.  Any  interested  collector  can  receive  the  newsletter  at  no  charge  by 
sending  an  e-mail  address  to  Bill  Bugert,  the  E-Gobrecht  editor,  atwb8cpy@arrl.net. 

The  Editor 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  2007.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  5,  2007  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Orange 
County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  given  in  the 
convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB 


Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2005-2006 


Beginning  Balance  -  September  1 ,  2005   $11 ,260.84 

Receipts 

New  Members    $555.00 

Renewal  Memberships   7,805.00 

Advertising   130.00 

Purchased  Back  Issues   1105.00 

Donations  .■.  10.00 

Total  Receipts  $9,605.00 

Total  Available   $20,865.84 

Disbursements 

Printing  $6,697.56 

Postage  &  Office  Supplies   3,279.34 

ANA  Membership  Dues   36.00 

Total  Spent   $10,012.90 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  2006  $10,852.94 


Mark  Sheldon 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 


52 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE  


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


❖  ^  ❖ 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  cliange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1841-0  Transitional  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


